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(54) ANTENNA UNIT, COMMUNICATION SYSTEM AND DIGITAL TELEVISION RECEIVER 



(57) An antenna device comprising a conductive 
earth substrate, a receiving element located ir the prox- 
imity of said conductive earth substrate and having a 
receiving terminal, and a transmitting element located in 
the praomfty of said receiving element and having a 
transmitting terminal, characterized in that an end of 
said recervaig element and an end off said transmftfing 
element are connected to said conductive earth sub- 
strate for grounding through a common portion and the 
frequency band of said receiving element is drflerent 
from that of said transmitting element 
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Description 
Technical Rett 

[0001] The present invention relates, in particular, 
to an antenna device to be attached to a body of an 
automobile tor recetvtog, tor example, AM, FM, or TV 
broadcasting or wireless telephone, etc. and to a com- 
munication system using such an antenna device. 

Background Art 

[0002] With the advance oi the car multimedia era, 
In addition to an AM/FM racfto, various radio equipments 
such as a TV receiver, a wireless telephone set, and a 
navigation system have been recently installed in the 
automobile. Also hereafter, information and services 
may be irxxea&nojy provided through radio wave and 
the Importance of an antenna will grow accordingly. 
[0003] Generally, in the wireless telephone set or 
any other communication devices which are used for 
mobie communication and are capable of trans mitt i ng 
and receiving, the antenna is used for both transmitting 
and receiving and a single terminal connected to that 
antenna performs a double function of an input terminal 
for the receiving section and an output terminal for the 
transmitting section through a common component 
such as a divider, a mixer, a circulator, or a switch or the 
ita. During the receiving operation, such a common 
component prevents a received signal from entering the 
transmitting section through the antenna and eBows it to 
enter the receiving section property. On the contrary, 
oli ring the transmitting operation, that component pre- 
vents a transmission signal from entering the receiving 
section from the transmitting section and allows it to be 
emitted through the antenna. 

[0004] As described above, however, when an 
antenna is used for both transmitting and receiving with 
a common component in a communication device, it 
may generally require a high cost common component 
and the communication device Itself may become vary 
expensive. In addition, there is a problem that the recep- 
tion sensitivity may be degraded with an increased 
transmission loss by using a single antenna with a com- 
mon component 

[00051 Moreover, since a receiving arnpCfter and a 

transmitting amplifier are certainly installed at the side 
of the communication device, there is a problem that a 
cable connecting between the antenna and the commu- 
rdcaUon device may degrade the reception level and the 
transmission power. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

[0005] In view of these problems of conventional 
antennas, the present invention aims to provide an 
antenna device and a communication system which can 
improve the reception sensitivity with a reduced trans- 



mission loss and which can be implemented at a lower 
cost 

[0007] Also, the present invention aims to provide 
an antenna device which can further irnprove its gain. 
5 [0008] to edition, the present invention trims to 
provide a dgrtaJ television broadcasting receiving 
device and a receiving method which can reduce recep- 
tion disturbance during the mobile reception of digital 
data. 

ro [0009] A 1st invention of the present invention (cor- 
responding to daim 1) is an antenna device amprising: 

a conductive earth substrate; 
a receiving element located in the proximity of said 
75 conductive earth substrate and having a receiving 
terminal; and 

a transmitting element located In the proximity of 
said receiving element and having a transmitting 
terminal, 

20 characterized In that an end of said receiving ele- 
ment and an end of said transmitting element are 
connected to said conductive earth substrate for 
grounolng through a common portion and the fre- 
quency band of said receiving element Is different 

25 from that of said transmitting element 

[001 0] A 2nd invention of the present invemjon( cor- 
responding to daim 2) is an antenna device comprising: 

3P a conductive earth substrate; 

a receiving element located in the proximity of said 
conductive earth substrate and having a receiving 
terminal; and 

a transmitting element located in the proximity of 
36 said receiving element and having a transmitting 
terminal, 

characterized in that an end of said receiving ele- 
ment and an end of said transmitting element are 
connected to said conductive earth substrate for 
40 grounding at separate locations and the frequency 
band of said receiving element is rJfferent from that 
of said transmitting element. 

[0011] A 3rd invention of the present inventory cor- 
46 respondfcg to daim 12) Is an antenna device compris- 
ing: 

a conductive earth substrate; 
an antenna element having an end connected to 
50 said conductive earth substrate tor grounding and 
formed on a common circuit board; and 
a feeding terminal pulled out of said antenna ele- 
ment, 

characterized in that a resonant circuit is inserted 
56 between said feeding terminal and the other end of 
said antenna element which is not grounded. 

[0012] A 4th invention of the present invention ( cor- 
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responding to claim 18 ) is a communication system 
com pr i sing: 

an antenna device having a conductive earth sub* 
strata, an antenna element formed on a common 5 
circuit board located in the prodrnrty of said con- 
ductive earth substrate* and a receiving amplifier 
provided on said common circuit board between 
said antenna element and a feedmg terminal; 
a receiver having a power supply section to supply io 
electric power to said receiving amplifier of said 
antenna device; and 

a feeding fine tor connecting said teecfing terminal 
of said antenna device to a signal input section of 
said receiver, js 
characterized in that a cfirect-cunrent blocking 
capacitor is provided between said receiving ampli- 
fier of said antenna device and said feedng termi- 
nal and at the input terminal of a receiving amplifier 
of said receiver, respectively, and electric power is 20 
supplied by said power supply section to said 
receiving amplifier of said antenna device through 
said feeding line. 

[00131 A 5th invention of the present invention ( cor- 25 
respond tig to daim 20 ) is a communication system 
comprising: 

an antenna device of the present invention ( corre- 
sponding to daim 15); 99 
a receiver having a receiving channel setting circuit 
which generates a bias voltage lor said voltage-var- 
iable capacitor element of said antenna device; and 
a feeefing One for connecting a signal input section 
of said receiver to a feeding terminal of said as 
antenna device. 

characterized in that said vottage-variabJe capacit or 
element of said antenna device is connected to sakJ 
feeding terminal, a direct-current blocking capacitor 
is proved between saki antenna element and saxj 40 
leading terminal and at the input terminal of a 
receiving amplifier of said receiver, respectively, 
and a receiving channel is established by varying 
me bias voltage generated by said receiving chan- 
nel setting circuit 45 

[001 4] A 6th invention of the present invention ( cor- 
respond^ to daim 21 ) is a communication system 
comprising: 

50 

an antenna device of the present invention( corre- 
sponding to any one of claims 1 through 10 ); 
a communication device having a receiving ampli- 
fier and a transmitting amplifier; 
a receiving connection line tor connecting the ss 
receiving terminal of said antenna device lo said 
receiving amplifier of said communication device; 
and 



a transmitting connection line tor connecting the 
tr ansmi t ti ng terminal of said antenna device to said 
transmitting amplifier of said cornrnunlcaticn 
device 

{0016] A 7th invention of the present invention ( cor- 
responding to daim 22 ) is a communication system 
comprising: 

an antenna device havtog a conductive earth sub- 
strate, a receiving element having a recurving termi- 
nal farmed on a common drcufl board located in the 
proMmrty of said conductive earth substrate, a 
transmitting element having a transmitting terminal 
tormed on said common circuit board located in the 
pron'mrty of said receiving element, and a transmit* 
ting/receiving changeover emit provided on said 
cornmon circuit board and cap^e of switching said 
receiving terminal and said transmitting terminal; 
a feedng line connected lo said transmitting/receiv- 
ing changeover circuit: and 
a GonrrtunicBtion device connected to said feeding 
line and capable of both transmitting and receiving, 
characterized in that said transmftting/recetvlng 
changeover circuit of said antenna device is con- 
trolled by using a switch signal to change over to 
the transmission operation in said communication 
device. 

[0016] A 8th invention of the present invention ( cor- 
responding to claim 23 ) Is a communication system 
comprising: 

an antenna device of the present invention corre- 
eponding to claim 11 }; 

a communication device having a power supply 
section to supply electric power to said receiving 
ampSier of said antenna device and capable of 
both transmitting and receiving; and 
a feeding fine for connecting a common terminal of 
said antenna device to a signal input/output section 
of said communication device, characterized in that 
a direct-current blocking capacitor is provided 
between a common component of said antenna 
element and said common terminal and at the 
input/output terminal of said cxxTtnunicatton device, 
respectively, and electric power is supplied by said 
power supply section to a receiving amplifier of said 
antenna device through said feeding line. 

[00171 A 9th invention of the present invention( cor- 
responding to claim 30) is an antenna device compris- 
ing: 

a conductive earth substrate; 
a main antenna element connected to said conduc- 
tive earth substrate through a first ground connec- 
tion to be substantially parallel to said conductive 
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earth substrate; and 

a passive element connected to said conductive 
earth substrate through a second ground connec- 
tion along said main antenna element 

[0018] A 10th invention of the present invention 
corresponding to claim 38 ) is a digital television broad- 
casting receiving device comprising: 

input means which is an antenna device of the 
present invention< corresponding to any one of 
dakns 1 through 37 ) and converts electromayie6c 
waves into electric signals; 
delay means tor receiving a signal from said input 
means and delaying it; 

synthesis means for synthesizing a signal from said 
delay means and a sipial from said input means; 
reception means for performing frequency conver- 
sion on a signal from said synthesis means; and 
demodulation means for converting a signal from 
said reception means into a baseband signal, char- 
acterized in that the delay time used in said delay 
means and the synthesis ratio used in said synthe- 
sis means can be established arbitrarily. 

10019] A 11lh invention of the present inventiorK 
corresponding to daim 39 ) is a digital television broad- 
casting receiving device comprising: 

input means which is an antenna device of the 
present kiventfon( corresponding to any one of 
claims 1 through 37 ) and converts electromagnetic 
waves into electric signals; 
delay means for receiving a signal from said input 
means and delaying it; 

synthesis means for synthesizing a signal from said 
delay means and a signal from said input means; 
reception means for performing frequency conver- 
sion on a signal from said synthesis means; 
demodulation means for converting a signal from 
said reception means into a baseband signal; 
delayed wave es ti mation means for receiving a sig- 
nal indicating (he demodulation conditions from 
said demodulation means and estimating a delayed 
wave contafried in a signal from said input means; 
and 

synthesis control means for controlling said synthe- 
sis means and said delay means in accordance 
with a signal from said delayed wave estimation 
means, characterized in (hat either the signal syn- 
thesis ratio used in said synthesis means or the 
delay lime used in said delay means can be control- 
led in accordance with a signal from said synthesis 
control means. 

[0020] a 12th invention of the present irrvention( 
corresponding to daim 40 ) is a digital television broad- 
casting receiving device comprising: 



input means which is an antenna device of the 
present invention ( corresponrJng to any one of 
daims 1 through 37 ) and converts electromagnetic 
waves into electric signals; 

5 reception means for performing frequency conver- 
sion on a 6ignal from said input means; 
delay means for receiving a signal from said recep- 
tion means and delaying rt 
synthesis means for synthesizing a signal Irom said 

jo delay means and a signal from said reception 
means; and 

demodulation means for converting a signal from 
said synthesis means into a baseband signal, char- 
acterized in that the delay time used in said delay 
75 means and the synthesis rate used in said synthe- 
sis means can be established arbrtrariy. 

[0021] A 13th invention of the present inventiorK 
corresponrJng to claim 41 ) is a c^rtal television broad- 
20 casting receiving device cornprisfng: 

input means which is an antenna device of the 
present invention corresponcfing to any one of 
claims 1 through 37 ) and converts electromagnetic 
25 waves into electric signals, a reception means for 
performing frequency conversion on a signal from 
said input means; 

delay means for receiving a signal from said recep- 
tion means and delaying it 
do synthesis means for synthesizing a signal Irom said 
delay means and a signal Irom said reception 
means; 

demodulation means for converting a signal from 
said synthesis means into a baseband signal: 
a* delayed wave estimation means for receiving a sig- 
nal indicating the demodulation conditions from 
sad demodulation means and estimating a delayed 
wave contained in a signal from said input means; 
and 

40 synthesis control means for controlling said synthe- 
sis means and said delay means In accordance 
with a signal Irom said delayed wave estimation 
means, characterized in that either the signal syn- 
thesis ratio used in said synthesis means or the 

45 delay time used in said delay means can be control- 
led in accordance with a signal from said synthesis 
control means. 

[0022] A 14th invention of the present invention/, 
so corresponrJng to claim 42 ) is a rjgrta! television broad- 
casting receiving device comprising: 

input means which is an antenna device of the 
present invention! correspond rig to any one of 
56 daims 1 through 37 ) and converts electromagnetic 
waves into electric signals; 
reception means for performing frequency conver- 
sion on a signal from said input means; 
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demodulation moans tor converting a signal from 
said reception means into a baseband signal; 
delayed wave estimation means for receiving infor- 
mation on the demodulation conditions from said 
demodulation means end estimating a delayed s 
wave contained in a signal from said input means: 
and 

demodulation control means tor control ing said 
demodulation means based on delayed wave infor- 
mation from said delayed wave estimation means, to 
characterized in that a transfer function to be han- 
dled by said demodulation means is corrtrofted 
based on a control signal from said demodulation 
control means. 

16 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0023] 

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram showing an exam- 20 
pie of an antenna device according to a first embod- 
iment of the present invention; 
Figure 2 is a schematic diagram showing frequency 
bands achieved in the antenna device accord ng to 
the first embodiment; 25 
Figure 3 is a schematic diagram showing another 
example of the antenna device according to the first 
embodiment; 

Figure 4 Is a schematic diagram showing still 
another example of the antenna device accenting 30 
to the f Irsl embodiment; 

Figure 5 is a schematic diagram showing stilt 
another example of the antenna device according 
to the first embodiment; 

Figure 6 is a schematic diagram showing still ss 
another example of the antenna device according 
to the first embodiment; 

Figure 7 is a schematic diagram showing still 
another example of the antenna device according 
to the first embodiment. 40 
Figure 8 is a schematic diagram showing still 
another example of the antenna device accorrjng 
to the first embodiment; 

FQure 9 is a schematic diagram showing still 
another example of the antenna device according 46 
to the first embodiment; 

Figure 10 is a schematic diagram showing still 
another example of the antenna device accorcfing 
to the first embodiment; 

Figure 11 is a schematic diagram shoring still so 
another example of the antenna device according 
to the first embodiment; 

Figure 12 Is a schematic diagram showing still 
another example of the antenna device accorrjng 
to the first embodiment; ss 
Figure 13 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to a sec- 
ond embodiment of the present invention; 



Figure 14 is a schematic rJagram showing another 
example of the antenna device accorcfing to the 
second errtxxfiment 

Figure 15 is a schematic dtagram showing still 

another example of the antenna device according 

to the second embodiment; 

Figure 16 Is a schematic dtagram showing sHI 

another example of the antenna device according 

to the second embodiment 

Figure 17 is a schematic rJagram shewing sHI 

another example of the antenna device according 

to the second embodiment 

Figure 18 is a schematic diagram showing an 

example of an antenna device according to a third 

embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 1 9 is a schematic dtagram for explaining the 

frequency characteristics of the antenna device 

shown in Figure 1$; 

Figure 20 is a schematic rJagram showing another 
example of the antenna device acc orcfing to the 
third embodiment 

Figure 21 is a schematic dtagram for explaining the 
frequency characteristics of the antenna device 
shown In Figure 20; 

Figure 22 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of the man components in an antenna 
device accorrjng to a fourth embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 23 is a schematic dagram for explaining the 
frequency characteristics of the antenna device 
shown In Figure 22; 

Figure 24 is a schematic rJagram showing another 
example of the main components In the antenna 
device according to the fourth embodiment; 
Figure 25 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of the main components in an antenna 
device according to a fifth embodiment of the 
present Invention; 

Figure 26 is a schematic digram for explaining the 
frequency characteristics of the antenna device 
shown In Figure 25; 

Figure 27 is a schematic dagram showing the con- 
figuration of an example of a communication sys- 
tem which uses an antenna device according to a 
sixth embodiment of tie present invention; 
Figure 28 is a schematic cfagram showing the con- 
figuration of another example of a corrrnunication 
system which uses the antenna device according to 
the sixth embodiment; 

Figure 29 Is a schematic dagram showing the con- 
figuration of an example of a communication sys- 
tem which uses an antenna device according to a 
seventh embodiment of the present invention; 
Figure 30 is a schematic rJagram showing the con- 
figuration of an example of a communication sys- 
tem which usee an antenna device accord rig to an 
eighth embocftnent of the present Invention; 
Figure 31 is a schematic dtagram showing the con- 
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figuration of another example of a communication 
system which usee the antenna device according to 
the eighth enlxxfimert; 

Figure 32 is a schematic olagram showing the con- 
figuration of stiB another example of a comrrunica- 5 
tion system which uses the antenna device 
according to the eighth embodiment; 
Figure 33 is a schematic diagram showing the con- 
figuration of an example of a communication sys- 
tem which uses an antenna device according to a id 
ninth embedment of the present invention; 
Figure 34 is a schematic diagram showing the con- 
figuration of an example of a communication sys- 
tem which uses an antenna device according to the 
tenth embodiment of the present invention; rs 
Figure 35 is a schematic diagram showing the con- 
figuration of another example of a cornmunication 
system which usee the antenna device according to 
a tenth embodtoent; 

Figure 36 is a schematic olagram showing an 20 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 37 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 25 
Figure 38 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 39 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the so 
present hnvention; 

Figure 40 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 41 is a schematic diagram showing an as 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 42 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 40 
Figure 43 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 44 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the <s 
present invention; 

Figure 45 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 46 Is a schematic olagram showing an 50 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 47 Is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention: 55 
Figure 43 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 



Figure 49 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 50 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 51 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 52 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 53 shows the positional relationship 
between an antenna and a conductive earth sub- 
strate according to the present invention; 
Figure 54 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Rpjxe 55 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 56 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 57 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of an antenna device accorcfng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 58 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 59 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 60 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 61 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 62 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 63 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 64 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 65 is a perspective diagram showing possi- 
ble locations where an antenna device according to 
the present invention is to be installed, 
Figure 66 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of a mobile cornmunication device with an 
antenna device according to the present invention; 
Figure 67 is a schematic cfiagjam showing an 
example of a portable telephone with an antenna 
device according to the present Invention; 
Figure 68 shows an example of band synthesis 
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accoitfing to the present invention; 

Figure 69 shows an example of gain accumulation 

according to the present invention; 

FtQ\M& 70 is a schematic diagram showing an 

example of an antenna device according to the s 

preeent invention; 

Figure 71 is a schematic diagram stowing an 
example of an antenna device according id the 
present invention; 

Figure 72 is a schematic cfaoram showing an to 
example of an antenna device according Id the 
present invention; 

Rgue 73 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; is 
Hgire 74 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
preeent invention; 

Figure 75 is a perspective diagram showing a pos- 
sible automobile application of an antenna device so 
according to the present invention; 
Figure 76 is a perspective diagram showing possi- 
ble locations where an antenna according to the 
present Invention is to be Installed for each part of 
the automobile; zs 
Figure 77 is a diagram for explaining the properties 
of an antenna according to the present invention; 
Figure 78 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example ol an antenna device according to the 
present invention; » 
Figure 79 is a schematic cfiagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 80 is a perspective cfiagram showing possi- 
ble locations where an antenna according to the ss 
present invention is to be installed for each pan of 
the automobile; 

Figure 81 is a perspective Diagram showing a pos- 
sible application to a portable telephone of an 
antenna according to the present invention; «? 
Figure 82 is a perspective diagram showing a pos- 
sible application to an ordinary house ol an antenna 
according to the present invention; 
Figure 83 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 45 
present invention; 

F«ure 84 (a) is a schematic diagram showing me 
configuration of an example of an antenna accord- 
ing to the preeent invention and Figure 84 (b) is an 
explanatory drawing therefor; so 
Rgure 85 is a schematic olagram showing an 
example ol an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 86 is a schematic olagram shewing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 55 

present invention; 

Figure 87 Is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 



present invention; 

Figures 88 (a) and 88 (b) are schematic diagrams 
showing the configuration of an example of an 
antenna accent ng to the present rrverrfon and Fig- 
ure 88 (c) is a graph for explaining the frequency 
characteristics thereof; 

Figures 89 (a) and 89 (b) are schematic diagrams 
showing the configuration of an example of an 
antenna according to the present mention and Fig- 
ure 89 (c) is a graph for explaining the frequency 
characteristics thereof; 

Figures 90 (a) and 90 (b) are schematic rJagrams 
showing the configuration of an example of an 
antenna according to the present invention and Fig- 
ure 90 (c) is a graph for explaining the frequency 
characteristics thereof; 

Figure 91 shows an application of an antenna 

device according to the present invention; 

Figure 92 shows an application of an antenna 

device according to the present invention; 

Figure 93 shows an application of an antenna 

device according to the present invention; 

Figure 94 shows an application of an antenna 

device according to the present Invention; 

Figure 95 is a schematic diagram showing an 

example of an antenna device according to the 

present invention; 

Figure 96 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 97 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present Invention; 

Figure 96 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 99 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 100 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 101 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present frwention; 

Figure 102 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 103 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 104 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 105 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 106 is a schematic diagram showing various 
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element patterns according to the present inven- 
tion; 

Figure 107 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 5 
Figure 108 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 109 is a schematic cSagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 10 
present invention; 

Figure 110 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 111 is a schematic diagram showing an is 
example of an antenna device accortfing to the 
present invention: 

Figure 112 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 20 
Figure 113 is a perspective view showing a specific 
conf iguration of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 1 14 shows the impedance and VSWR char- 
acteristics of the antenna shown in Figure 113; 25 
Figure 115 shows the directional gain characteris- 
tics of the antenna shown in Figure 113; 
Figure 116 shows the VSWR characteristics of an 
element for exploring band synthesis in a 4-eie- 
ment antenna; so 
Figure 117 shows the VSWR characteristics of 
another element for explaining band synthesis in 
the 4-element antenna; 

Figure 118 shows the VSWR characteristics of 
another element for explaining band synthesis in is 
the 4-e/ement antenna; 

Figure 119 shows the VSWR characteristics of 
another element for explaining bend synthesis in 
the 4-eiement antenna; 

Figure 120 shows the VSWR characteristics after *> 
band synthesis of the 4 -element antenna shown in 
Figures 116 through 119; 

Figure 121 shows the VSWR characteristics when 
the range of orcSnates in Figure 120 is extended; 
Figure 122 shows the directional gaki characterise 45 
tics when the antenna ground is located at different 
distances from the device ground in the antenna of 
Figure 72 0)); 

Figure 123 shows the directional gain characteris- 
tics in the antenna of Figure 83 (a); so 
Figure 124 shows the directional gain characteris- 
tics rn the antenna of Figure 83 (b); 
Figure 125 (a) shows that a low-pass circuit is pro- 
vided near a leading terminal in an antenna device 
according to the present invention and Figure 125 ss 
(b) sfiows that a high-pass circuit is provided near a 
feeding terminal in a similar manner: 
Figure 126 is a schematic diagram showing an 



example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 127 is a schematic cSagram showing an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 128 is a schematic rjagram showing an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 129 is a schematic cSagjam showing an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 130 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 131 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 132 is a schematic cSagram showing an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 133 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 134 Is a schematic rJagram showtig an 
example of an antenna device according to the 
present invention; 

Figure 135 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 136 is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of en antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 137 Is a schematic diagram showing an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 138 is a schematic rJagram showing an 
example of an antenna device acco r cS ng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 139 shows the gain characteristics of an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 140 shows the gain characteristics of an 
example of an antenna device accorcSng to the 
present invention; 

Figure 141 is a block cSagram showing the configu- 
ration of a cfghal television broadcasting receiving 
device accorcSng to an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Figure 142 is a block cSagram showing the configu- 
ration of a dgftHl television broadcasting receiving 
device accorcSng to another embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 143 Is a block cSagram showing the configu- 
ration of a cSgitaJ television broadcasting receiving 
device according to another embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 144 Is e block cSagram showing the configu- 
ration of a cfgftal television broadcasting receiving 
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device accorrJng to another embocfment of the 
present invention; 

FtgLMB 145 is a block diagram showing the conf igu- 
ration of a cSgital television broadcasting receiving 
device accorcfng to another embedment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 146 is a block diagram showing the configu- 
ration of a cSgrta) television br oa dcasting receiving 
device accordng to another embodiment of the 
present Invention; 

Rgure 147 is a conceptual diagram showing Bie 
result of frequency analysis performed on a 
received signal which is affected by disturbance of 
a delayed wave: 

Rgure 148 is a conceptual diagram showing the 
gain control performed by a synthesis means; 
Figure 149 is a conceptual diagram showing the 
delay time and error rate oi a delayed wave; and 
Figure 150 is a How chart for explaining antenna 
switching conditions tor changing over from one 
antenna to another. 

[Description of Symbols] 

[0024] 



101 . 104 Antenna element (linear conductor) 

102 Feeding terminal 

151 Antenna ground 

152 Receiving element 

1 53 Transmitting element 

205 Conductive earth substrate 

356 Common clrcuft board 

502. 504 Reactance element 

1304 Printed circuit board 

1 357 Receiving amp&Mer 

1458 Transmitting amplifier 

1505 Recess 

1655 Common component 

1806 Muftflayer printed circuit board 

1853 Resonant eveurt loading section 

1901 Feeding point 

2760 Direct-current power supply section 

2961 Receiving channel setting circuit 

3003 Dielectric 

3203 Coil 

3355 Transrrittinc/recerving element changeo- 
ver relay swftch 

3362 Handset 

3365 Voice modulator 

3503 Diversity changeover switch 

3804 Communication device 

3805 Body 

3902 Shielding case 

4603 High-per mrffivrry material 

5603. 5606 Ferroelectric 

4001 Main element 

4002 Passive element 





4003 


Conductive earth substrate 




4004 


Ground connection 




4005 


Ground connection 




4006 


Feeding terminal 


5 


6001 


Input means 




6002 


Delay means 




6003 


Synthesis means 




6004 


Reception means 




6005 


Demodulation means 


10 


6006 


Synthesis control means 




6007 


Delayed wave estimation m 




6008 


PubOlona! Inrfor nation < 






means 




6009 


Vehfde information detectfo 


16 


6011 


Antenna 




6012 


Amplication means 




6061 


Gafo control means 




6062 


Delay time control means 




6091 


Speed detection means 


20 


6092 


Position detection means 



Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

[0025] Now, the present invention will be described 
25 below with respect to the accompanying drawings which 
show embodiments thereof. 

(Embodiment 1) 

30 [0026] Figure 1 includes a plan view and a sectional 
view showing an antenna device accordng to a first 
embedment of the present invention. The antenna 
device comprises a receiving element 152 and a trans- 
mining element 153 with their antenna planes feeing an 

as antenna ground (conductive earth substrate) 151, and 
the receiving element 152 is provided with a receiving 
terminal 154 and the transmitting element 153 is pro- 
vided with a transmitting terminal 155. As shown in Rg- 
ure 2, the resonance frequencies of the receiving 

*o element 152 and the transmitting element 153 are de- 
ferent from each other, departing on the element 
lengths, and thus, the isolation between a received sig- 
nal and a transmission signal can be improved, fei addi- 
tion, the receiving element 152 and the transmitting 

45 element 153 have an end connected to the antenna 
ground 151 for grounrJngi respectively. Since the 
receiving element 1 52 and the tran s mi ttin g element 153 
operate separately from each other, the antenna device 
can be optimized for receiving and transmitting, respec- 

» tJvefy and the reception sensitivity and the transmission 
efficiency can be improved. 

[0027] It should be noted that in the Figure, the 
words in parentheses indicate the case where the reso- 
nance frequencies for transmission and reception are 
56 set inversely but the setting of those frequencies may be 
accomplished optionally. This may apply to succeeding 
examples. 

[0028] Figure 3 shows that in an antenna device 
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haying the configuration similar to that ctescribed above, 
a receiving element 352 and a transmitting element 353 
are formed on a common droit board 356 provided to 
bee an antenna ground 351. by using a primed -wiring 
technique or the lika This artenna device te functionally 5 
equivalent to the antenna device described above, but 
the stability can be brtproved because the elements are 
fixed on the common droit board 356. 
[0029] Figure 4 shows an example that in the con- 
figuration of Figure 3. a receiving element 452 fe farmed to 
on the opposite side of a common double-sided circuit 
board 456 to a transmittfog element 453. that is, on the 
side closer to an antenna ground 451. Of course, it 
should be noted that the receiving element 452 and the 
transmitting element 453 may be formed inversely. 75 
[0030] Figure 5 shows an example that in the con- 
figuration of Figure 3, a receiving element 552 and a 
transmitting element 553 are connected to an antenna 
ground 551 through separate ground connections (at 
drTferent locations) 557. In this example, the receiving 20 
element 562 and the transmitting element 553 are sep- 
arately grounded at one of their ends farther from each 
other. Such a configuration can rmprovo the isolation 
between a received signal and a transmission signal as 
compared with an antenna device with a common a> 
ground. Figure 6 also shows that separate ground con- 
nections are provided but in this configuration, a receiv- 
ing element 652 and a transmitting element 653 are 
separately grounded at one of their ends closer to each 
other. 30 
[0031] Figure 7 shows that an antenna device com- 
prises a receiving element 752 and a transmitting ele- 
ment 753 arranged so thai their antenna planes do not 
overlap one another, and these elements are separately 
grounded at one of their ends closer to each other. The as 
isolation can be further improved depending on the 
locations of these elements Fxjure 8 shows that in the 
configuration of Figure 7. a receiving element 852 and a 
transmitting element 653 are separately grounded at 
one of their ends tart her from each otoer. Moreover, Fig- <tc 
ure 9 shows an example that a receiving element 952 
and a transmitting element 953 are arranged in the 
same direction and this antenna device can have the 
same functions as those deserted above. 
[0032] Figure 10 shows an example that a receiving 4s 
element 1052 and a transmitting element 1053 are 
arranged symmetricaly with respect to a predetermined 
point and these elements are separately grounded at 
one of their ends farther from each other. Figure 11 
shows that fri the configuration of Figure 1 0. a receiving so 
element and a transmitting element are separately 
grounded at one of their ends closer to each other. 
Moreover, Figure 12 shows that in the configuration of 
Figure 10. a receiving element 1252 is grounded at its 
inner end and a transmitting element 1253 is grounded 56 
at its outer end. 



(Entxxfiment 2) 

[0033] Figure 13 includes a plan view and a sec- 
tional view showing an antenna device according to a 
second embedment of the present invention. The 
antenna device has the configuration of Figure 3 and a 
receiving amplifier 1357 Is connected between a receiv- 
ing element 1352 and a receiving terminal 1354. Since 
the receiving ampllier 1357 is provided near the receiv- 
ing element 1352 on a common circuit board 1356. it 
can ampfify a received signai and then provide a to the 
appropriate section through the receiving terminal 
1354. The antenna device can withstand any noise 
coming Into the feeder and enjoy an Improved reception 
sensitivity. 

[0034] Figure 14 shows an example that in addition 
to the cornponenls shown in Figure 13, a transmrtfing 
ampHier 1458 is provided between a transmitting ele- 
ment 1453 and a transmftting termlnai 1455 on a com- 
mon circuit board 1456. This configuration can provide 
an improved reception sensitivity as well as a reduced 
power toss in the feeder and an inproved transmission 
efficiency. 

[0035] Figure 15 shows that In the configuration 
similar to that of Figure 13, a common double-sided cir- 
cuit board 1556 is used to form a receiving ampllier 
1557 on the opposite side of that board 10 antenna ele- 
ments 1552 and 1553 and the receiving amplifier 1557 
is connected to the receiving element 1 552 by the cable 
running through a through-hole 1556. This configuration 
can save the space because the receiving ampllier 
1557 is located between the common double-sided cir- 
cuit board 1556 and an antenna g/ound 1551. 
[0036] Figure 16 shows that a common component 
1655 is used to provide a common terminal 1654 which 
performs a double function of a receiving terminal and a 
transmitting terminal and the common component 1655 
such as a divider, mixer, circulator, or switch is provided 
on a common circuit board 1656 so that the common 
terminal 1654 can operate as a feeding terminal for bom 
a receiving element 1652 and a t ran Emitting element 
1653. Fxjure 17 shows an example that in addition to 
the components descrrbed above, a receiving amptiier 
1757 is inserted between a receiving element 1752 and 
a common component 1755. This configuration can 
alow simple connection to a communication device 
through a single cable because only one feeding termi- 
nal is required. 

(Ernbodrnent 3) 

[0037] Figure 18 includes a plan view and a sec- 
tional view showing an antenna device according to a 
third embodiment of toe present invention. In the 
antenna device, an antenna element 1852 having an 
end connected to an antenna ground 1851 for ground- 
ing and also having a feeding terminal 1854 connected 
thereto is formed on a common circuit board 1855 
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located parallel to the antenna ground 1851 and a reso- 
nant circuit 1853 is inserted within the antenna element 
1852. The resonant drcuft 1853 has an appropriate 
inductor 1856 and a capacitor 1857 connected in paral- 
lel eo that the circuit can have an Impedance JX1 - JX2 
far a frequency f1 - f2. As shown in Figure 19. the res- 
onant drcu ft 1 853 can provide an antenna which has a 
bandwidth oi fl - f2. because the circurt has an imped- 
ance varying within the range of pa ~ jX2 and a gain 
peak at a frequency f1 ~ f2 when the L/C resonance fre- 
quency is set to fO. 

[0038] Figure 20 shows that the capacitor of the 
resonant circuit in R gu re 1 8 is replaced by a se riee con- 
nection of a fixed direct-current blocking capacitor 2055 
and a voRage-vanabJe capacitance element (varicap) 
2057. As shown in the right of the figure, the voltage- 
variable capacitance element 2057 has a capacitance 
O varying with ihe bias voltage v and the capacitance 
and thus the resonance frequency can be confroBed by 
varying the bias voltage As shown in Figure 21, at a 
lower bias voltage of the varicap, the L/C resonance fre- 
quency is lowered (101). the loading reactance jX 
increases 6X21 - jX22), and the antenna tuning fre- 
quency is lowered (11). On the contrary, at a higher bias 
voltage of the varicap, the UC resonance frequency is 
raised (102). the loading reactance jX decreases QX1 1 ~ 
jXl2). and the antenna tuning frequency is raised (12). 
Like this, accortfing to the present embodiment, the tun* 
ing frequency can be changed by controlling the bias 
voltage of the voltage-variable capacitance element 
(varicap) 2057. 

(Emtxxflment 4) 

[0039] Figure 22 is a schematic diagram showing 
the conf iguration of the main components in an antenna 
device according to a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention. Namely, in the present embodiment, a reso- 
nant circuit (trap circuit) having a predetermined reso- 
nance frequency is inserted in an antenna element and 
near a feeding terminal in each antenna device 
descrbed above. In Figures 22 and 23. a trap circurt 1 
(11) 2252 inserted in an antenna element 2251 and a 
trap circurt 3 (f 1) 2254 inserted near a feeding terminal 
2255 have a resonance frequency in the tr an smission 
band and another trap cfrcuft 2 (12) 2253 inserted in the 
antenna element 2251 has a resonance frequency in 
the other band f2 opposite to the transmission band f 1 
with respect to the reception band 10. Therefore, the iso- 
lation between antenna elements within a certain band 
can be improved by providing trap circuits each having 
a resonance frequency in me frequency band on each 
side of the reception frequency. 
[0040] The trap circuit near the feeding terminal is 
inserted between the feeding terminal and the antenna 
element in Figure 22 but as shown in Figures 24 (a) and 
(b), a feeding terminal 2453 may be pulled out of a point 
between capacitors or in an inductor of a trap circuit 



2452 or 2462 inserted in an antenna element 2451. 
Also, as shown in Figure 24 (c). a trap circuit 2472 may 
be Inserted between a feeding terminal 2453 and an 
anlerra ground and at a location closer to the ground. 
5 Therefore, when the trap circuit Is located closer and 
doser to the ground, the inductor value and thus the 
size of the trap circuit can be reduced and thereby, a 
more compact and lightweight antenna can be pro- 
vided. 

10 

(Embodiments) 

[0041] Figure 25 a schematic diagram showing 
the configuration of the main components in an antenna 

16 device according to a fifth embodiment of the present 
invention. Namely; in the present embodiment a band- 
pass circuit having the same resonance frequency as 
that oi the resonance frequency off the antenna (TO) is 
inserted in an antenna element and near a feeding ter- 

20 rrtinal in each antenna device described above. The 
band-pass circurt comprises a series connection of an 
inductor and a capacitor and both a band-pass circuit 1 
(K>) 2552 inserted in an antenna element 2551 and a 
band-pass cfrcurt 2 (fO) 2553 inserted near a feeding 

25 terminal 2554 have a reactance characteristic as shown 
in Figure 26 (a). Thus, as shown in Figure 26 (b). when 
a band-pass circuit is inserted, the selectivity of the 
antenna can be improved as compared with the 
antenna havrig antenna elements alone and thereby, a 

do higher selectivity can be achieved. 

[0042] As shown in Figures 125(a) and (b). a low- 
pass circuit or a high-pass circuit may be inserted 
between an antenna element and a feeding terminal. 
[0043] In Figure 125 (a), a towpass circuit 102 is 

35 provided between an antenna element 101 and a feed- 
ing terminal 103. When the low-pass circuit 102 passes 
signals of lower frequencies including a tuning fre- 
quency of the antenna and blocks signals of frequen- 
cies higher than the tuning frequency of the antenna. 

40 the antenna can be protected against any interference 
with those signals of frequencies higher than the tuning 
frequency of the antenna. Therefore, any interference 
can be avoided if the tuning frequency of another ele- 
ment located in the proximity of the above-mentioned 

46 element is higher than that of the latter element bi Fig- 
ure 125(b), a high-pass circurt 105is provided between 
an antenna element 101 and a feeding terminal 103. 
When the hi^vpass rirajft 105 passes signals of higher 
frequencies including a tuning frequency of the antenna 

so and blocks signals of frequencies lower than the tuning 
frequency of the antenna, the antenna can be protected 
against any interference with those signals of frequen- 
cies lower than the tunkig frequency of the antenna. 
Therefore, any interference can be avoided if the tuning 

56 frequency of another element located in the proximity of 
the above-mentioned element is lower than that of the 
tatter element. 

[0044] ft should be notedthat the low-pass circuft or 
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the high-pass circuit comprises a capacitor and an 
inductor in Figure 125 but other configurations may be 
used if similar characteristics can ha accomplished. 

(Entxxfmente) 

[0045] Figure 27 is a schematic diagram showing 
the configuration of a communication system which 
uses an antenna device acoorcfng to a sixth emtxxf- 
ment ol the present invention. In the antenna device of 
Figure 27, an antenna element 27S2 is formed on a 
common droit board 2755 located parallel to an 
antenna ground 2751 and a receiving amplifier 2754 
and a (tract-current bloddng capacitor 2757 are pro- 
vided between the antenna element 2752 and a feeding 
terminal 2753 on the common circuit board 2755. The 
feeding terminal 2753 and the power terminal of the 
receiving arnpraier 2754 are connected through a direct- 
current power simply One 2756. 
[0046] On the other hand, in a receiver 2759 which 
is a communication device, a direct current power sup- 
pfy section 2760. a receiving amplify* 2761 and the like 
are provided to supply a direct-current power to the 
receiving amplifier 2754 ol the antenna and a direct-cur- 
rent blocking capacitor 2762 is provided near the input 
terminal of the receiving amplifier 2761 . The fearing ter- 
minal 2753 of the antenna and the receiver 2759 are 
connected through a coaxial cable 275a 
[0047] In this configuration, a DC signal 2764 is 
supplied by the direct-current power supply section 
2780 of the receiver 2759 to the receiving amplifier 
2754 of the antenna through the coaxial cable 2758. At 
this time, the cfirect-current blocking capacitors 2757 
and 2762 prevent any D C signal from going into the out- 
put terminal ol the receiving amplifier 2754 and the 
input terminal of the receiving amplifier 2761. respec- 
tively. A wave received by the antenna element 2752 is 
arrpified by the receiving amplifier 2754 and its RF sig- 
nal 2763 is supplied to the receiving amplifier 2761 of 
the receiver 2759 through the coaxial cable 2758 
[0048] From the foregoing, since the received signal 
is amplified by the receiving ampHier 2754 before being 
supplied to the receiver, the RF sipiaJ passing through 
the coaxial cable 2758 will have a sufficient strength and 
any influence of outside noise can be reduced to 
improve the receiving sensitivity. In addition, since the 
antenna has the receiving amplifier 2754, the amplifier 
of the receiver 2759 can be simplified 
[0049] Figure 28 shows that in addfron to the com- 
ponents shown In Figure 27 described above, a receiv- 
ing amplifier controller 2861 is provided to control the 
power supply from a direct-current power supply section 
2860 to a receiving ampifier 2854 of the antenna. Other 
components are identical to those shown in Figure 27. 
Therefore, since the power supply from the direct-cur- 
rent power supply section 2860 to the receiving ampli- 
fier 2854 of the antenna can be controlled by the 
receiving amplifier controller 2861 to continue or stop, 



this configuration can prevent an undesired jamming 
signal. H any, from being amplified and suppfed to the 
receiver 2859. 



[0060] Figure 29 is a schematic diagram showing 
the configuration of a oomrmirication system which 
uses an antenna device according to a seventh embod- 
iment of the present invention. In the antenna device of 
Figure 29, an antenna element 2952 is formed on a 
common circuit board 2957 located paraleJ to an 
antenna ground 2951 and a variable resonant circuit 
toarJng section 2954 consisting of an inductor 2955. a 
(voltage) variable capacitance element 2955 and the 
like (see Figure 20) are inserted in the antenna element 
2952. Hie cathode of the variable capacitance element 
2956 and a feeding terminal 2953 are connected and a 
drect-current blocking capacitor 2958 Is provided near 
the feeding terminal 2953. 

[0051] On the other hand, in a receiver 2960 which 
is a communication device, a receiving channel setting 
circuit (tuning channel control direct-current voltage 
generator) 2961 , a tuner 2962 and the like are provided 
to supply a bias voltage to the variable capacitance ele- 
ment 2956 of the antenna and a direct-current blocking 
capacitor 2963 is provided near the input terminal of the 
tuner 2962. The feeding terminal 2953 of the antenna 
and the receiver 2960 are connected through a coaxial 
cable 2959. It should be noted that the receiving chan- 
nel setting circuit 2981 has a function to generate a volt- 
age corresponding to a capacitance which can provide 
a desired furring frequency and that, lor example, ft has 
a predetermined vottage setting for each channel to 
generate a voltage according to a selected channel. 
[0052] In such a configuration, a variable capaci- 
tance element bias vottage 2965 determined tor each 
channel is applied by the receiving channel setting cir- 
cuit 2961 to the variable capacitance element 2956 
through the coaxial cable 2959. Thus, as descrbed 
above for Figure 21. the capacitance varies and the tun- 
ing frequency of the antenna is adjusted to the fre- 
quency of the selected channel Then a channel signal 
matching the tuning frequency of the antenna is sup- 
pled to the receiver 2960 through the coaxial cable 
2959 as a received RF signal 2964 at the maximum 
gain. 

(Ernbocfirnent 8) 

[0055] Figure 30 is a schematic diagram showing 
the configuration of a oorrrrwnication system which 
uses an antenna device according to an eighth embod- 
iment of the present invention. The antenna device of 
Figure 30 is identical to that of Figure 3 descrbed 
above. Namely, in the antenna device, a receiving ele- 
ment 3052 and a transmitting element 3053 are formed 
on a common circuit board 3056 located parallel to an 
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antenna ground 3051 and the receiving element 3052 
and the transmitting element 3053 are provided with a 
receiving terminal 3054 and a transmitting terminal 
3055, respectively. 

[0054] On fhe other hand, a cc*nrixriicaticfi device 5 
3058 comprises receiving amplifier 3060, a transmitting 
ampu7iar 3061 and the Oka and the receiving terminal 
3054 of the antenna and the receiving amplifier 3060 
are connected through a receiving coaxial cable 3057 
as wall as the transmitting terminal 3055 and the trans- 
mitting amplifier 3061 are connected through a transmit- 
ting coaxial cable 3058. 

[0056] This configuration can eliminate a generally 
expensive and heavy common component which may 
cause a large passage loss and it can provide a light- 
weight and sensitive device at a tower cost 
[0056] Figure 31 shows that in the configuration 
simitar to that of Figure 30 described above, a receiving 
ampt&ter is provided near a receiving terminal fri an 
antenna device and other components are identical to 
those of Figure 30. Namely, this example uses the same 
antenna device as shown in Figure 13 to use no com- 
mon component In addition, the receiving sensitivity 
can be improved (lor example, more than approximately 
6 dB) and a receiving amplifier which would be other- 
wise provided at the initial stage of a corrrrunication 
device can be ^minated. 

[0057] Figure 32 shows that in the configuration of 
Rgjire 31 described above, a transmitting ampfifier is 
provided near a transmitting terminal in an antenna 
device and other components are Identical to those of 
Figure 31. Namely, this example uses the same 
antenna device as shown tn Figure 14 to use no com- 
mon component In addition, the receiving sensitivity 
can be improved (for example, more than approximately 
6 dB) and a receiving amplifier which would be other- 
wise provided at the initial stage of a communication 
device can be eliminated. Moreover, a reduced trans- 
mission loss can be achieved and a transmitting ampli- 
fier in the cornmunication device can be also eliminated. 

(ErrtxxJment 9) 

[0058] Figure 33 is a schematic diagram showing 
the configuration of a communication system which 
uses an antenna device according to a ninth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. The antenna device of 
Figure 33 is basically identical to that of Figure 3 
descrfced above but a trarismrtting/receiving element 
changeover relay switch 3355 Is additionally provided. 
Namely, in the antenna device, a receiving element 
3352 and a transmitting element 3353 are formed on a 
common circuit board 3356 located parallel to an 
antenna ground 3351 and the receiving terminal of the 
receiving element 3352 and the transmitting terminal of 
the transmitting element 3353 are connected to a feed- 
ing terminal 3354 through the transrrtttlnr^receivlng ele- 
ment changeover relay switch 3355. 



[0059] On the other hand, a cornrrtmication device 
3358 comprises a voice modulator 3355, a common 
component 3361 , a receiving amplifier 3359, a transmit- 
ting amplif ier 3061 [sic] and me like, and it has also a 
handset 3362 used tor transmission. The handset 3862 
comprises a microphone 3364 and a press-to-talk 
switch 3363. which Is connected to the voice modulator 
3365 and a drive coil of the rransmrrting/recerving ele- 
ment changeover relay switch 3355 in the antenna and 
which is pressed to connect to a direct-current power 
supply 3368. The feeding terminal 3354 of the antenna 
and an input/output terminal of the cormtinication 
device 3358 (a common terminal of the common com- 
ponent 3361) are connected through a coaxial cable 
3357. 

[0060] In this figuration, the transmitting/receiv- 
ing element changeover relay switch 3355 is connected 
to the receiving element 3352 during a receiving opera- 
tion and it becomes the transmitting element 3353 dur- 
ing a transmitting operation, that is, when the press-to- 
talk switch 3363 is pressed to energize the coil of the 
transrrittirigAecervwig element changeover relay switch 
3355. Since both a received RF signal 3366 and a 
transmission RF signal 3367 pass through the coaxial 
cable 3357, the antenna and the communication device 
can be connected through such a sinoje coaxial cable. It 
should be noted that the common component 3361 o< 
the communication device 3358 may be implemented 
by a switch similar to the transmitting/receiving element 
changeover relay switch 3355 lor interlocking. It should 
be also noted that a general signal hpul device (such as 
a digital signal input device) and a modulator (such as a 
digital modulator) may be substituted tor the micro- 
phone 3364 and the voice modulator 3365. 

(Embodiment 10) 

[0061 J Figure 34 is a schematic diagram showing 
the configuration of a communication system which 
uses an antenna device according to a tenth embodi- 
ment of the present Invention. The antenna device of 
Figure 34 is basically identical to that of Figure 17 
described above. Namely, in the antenna device, a 
receiving element 3452 and a transmitting element 
3453 are formed on a common rircuB board 3456 
located parallel to an antenna ground 3451 and the 
transmitting terminal of the t r an sm itting element 3453 is 
connected to a common component 3457 provided on 
the common circuit board 3456. Smflarly, the receiving 
element 3452 Is connected to the common component 
3457 through a receiving ampfifier 3455 provided on the 
common circuit board 3456. tn addition, the common 
terrrtoal of the common component 3457 is connected 
to a feeding terminal 3454 through a direct-current 
blocking capacitor 3459. The power terminal of the 
receiving amplifier 3455 is connected to the feeding ter- 
minal 3454 through a direct current power supply line 
3458. 
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[0062] On the other hand, a communrcaiion device 

3461 comprises a common component 3465, a receiv- 
ing amplifier 3462 and a transmitting amplifier 3463 
connected to the common component 3465. a modula- 
tor 3464 connected to the transmitting amplifier 3463. a 5 
receiving amplifier cSrect-current power supply section 

3467 and the DKb, and a cflred -current btocMng cap ad- 
tar 3468 is provided between the common terminal of 
the common component 3465 and the input/output ter- 
minal of the crjrtinwjrtication device 3461. The feeding 
terminal 3454 of the antenna and the ccmmunication 
device 3461 are connected through a coaxjaJ cable 
3460- 

[0063] in this configuration, receiving amplifier 
Direct-current power 3470 of the receiving amplifier 
3455 of the antenna is euppted from the receiving 
ampfner rJrect-current power supply section 3467 
through the coaxial cable 3460. A received RF signal 

3468 amplified by the receiving amplifier 3455 is sup- 
pled to the cornmuncation device 3461 through the 
coaxial cable 3460 end then to the receiving amplifier 

3462 of the ccmmurrotion device 3461 through the 
common component 3466. A transmission RF signal 

3469 from the transmitting amptrfter 3463 of the commu- 
racatxn device 3461 is suppled to the feeding terminal 
3454 of the antenna through the common component 
3465 and then emitted by the transmitting element 3453 
through the common component 3457. 
[0064] Figure 35 shows that a handset 3565 used 
lor transmission is added to the configuration of Figure 
34 described above and the handset 3565 comprises a 
mtcrophone 3567 and a press-to-taJk switch 3566. 
which is connected to a voice modulator 3564 and a 
receiving amplifier ctrect-current power supply section 
3668 and whk* is pressed to connect to a tired-current 
power supply 3574. 

[0065] in this configuration, during a receiving oper- 
ation, receiving amplifier direct-current power 3573 is 
supplied from the receiving ampfifier direct-current 
power supply section 3566 to a receiving amplifier 3555 
of the antenna to operate the receiving ampllier 3555. 
During a tran smitti ng operation, when the press-to-talk 
switch 3566 is pressed, the power supply from the 
receiving amplifier cSrect-currcrrt power supply section 
S568 is stopped or decreased to a lower lore! to stop the 
operation of the receiving amplifier 3555 of the antenna 
or to reduce the degree of amplification. This can pre- 
vent the power from being supplied when unnecessary 
and the like. 

[0066] (1 should be noted that according to the 
present embodiment the area of the antenna ground 
facing the antenna elements is shown to be smaller 
than the external area of the antenna elements but it is 
preferable that the area of the antenna ground is almost 
equal to the external area of the antenna elements. 
[0067] It should be also noted that, acconfing to the 
present embodiment how or where the antenna device 
is to be installed is not described above. However, the 



antenna device may be installed with the antenna 
ground located in the proximity of and facing the body 
ground of any of various stationary devices, mobile 
devices, aijtornotrve vehicles or the ike as long as 
appropriate Insulation can be kept. For example, sta- 
tionary devices include a house or a butting, a fixed 
cornmuntealkxi device and the 1Kb, mobile devices 
include a portable communication device, a portable tel- 
ephone set and the ike. and automotive vehicles 
Include an automobie, a train, an airplane, a ship and 
the lice. 

[0068] it should be further noted that the shape and 
number of elements in the antenna device described 
above according to the present embodiment are shown 
lor exemplary purpose only and they are not imrted to 
those shown in theftgurea 

[00691 Now. how and where the antenna devices 
descnoed above are to be installed or the shape, 
number of antennas and the like applcabte to the 
antenna devices according to the present invention will 
be specifically described below with reference to the 
drawings. 

[0070] Figure 36 (a) shows an antenna device 
which comprises an antenna element 201 configured by 
a inear conductor with two bends and located in the 
proximity to a conductive earth substrate 205 with the 
antenna plane parallel to the substrate, a feeding termi- 
nal 202 provided in place on the antenna element 201. 
and an end 203 connected to the conductive earth sub- 
strate 205 tor grouncSng Figure 36 (b) shows another 
antenna device which comprises an antenna element 
204 configured by a linear conductor with four bends 
and located in the proximity to a conductive earth sub- 
strate 205 with the antenna plane parallel to the sub- 
strate, a feeding terminal 202 provided in place on the 
antenna element 204. and an end 203 connected to the 
conductive earth substrate 205 tor grounding. In this 
way. the antenna devices can reduce the instalafion 
area as wel as improve their directional gain perform- 
ance because the antenna devices are located in the 
proximity to the conductive earth substrates 205 with 
their antenna planes parallel to the conductive earto 
substrates 205. rt should be noted that the number of 
bends in an antenna element is not limited to that 
described with respect to the above example. This may 
also apply to succeeding ernbodiments described 
below. 

[0071] A specific configuration of the antenna 
device of Figure 36 (a) is shown in Figure 1 13. In Figure 
113, an antenna element 8501 configured by a linear 
conrjuctor with two bends is located at a distance from 
a conductive earth substrate 6504 with Ihe antenna 
plane atones! parallel to the substrate and an end of the 
antenna element 8501 is connected to an end of a con- 
ductive plate 8503 provided almost pBrpencfcutar to the 
corxJuctrve earth substrate 8504 tor antenna grouncSng. 
It should be noted that, in this case, the area torrned by 
the antenna element 6501 is almost equal to that of the 
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conductive earth substrate 8504. It shou Id be also noted 
that a feeding section 8502 is provided in the way of the 
antenna element 8501. 

[0972] The conductive plate 8503 has a width suffi- 
ciently larger than that of the antenna element 8501, 
that is. a width which may not be practically affected by 
any reactance determined from the tuning frequency of 
the antenna element 8501 . This allows the conductive 
plate to serve as a ground. A smaller width may cause 
the conductive plate to couple to the antenna element 
8501 and thus to form a single antenna element as a 
whole together with the antenna element 8501. which 
wil deviate from the scope of the present invention. The 
antenna element 8501 is, for example, 220 mm long 
and 2 mm wide lor a wavelength of 940 mm and this 
may mate the antenna device more compact it should 
be noted that the antenna plane and the conductive 
earth substrate plane may be tilted to the extent that 
there exists an effective potential difference between 
the antenna dement and the substrate, it should be 
also noted that if the area of the conductive earth sub- 
strate is larger than that of the antenna peine (for exam- 
ple, by quadruple), the gain may remain unchanged tor 
a vertically polarized wave but decrease for a horizon- 
tally polarized wave. 

[0073] The antenna described above drffers from 
conventional antennas in that, for example, a smaller 
distance between the antenna element and the ground 
plate may degrade the performance of a conventional 
inverted F -shaped antenna, while such a smaller dis- 
tance may Improve the performance of the antenna 
device according to the present invention. 
[0074] The Impedance and VSWR characteristics 
of the antenna of Figure 113 are shown in Figure 114. 
its directional gain cfiaracteristice are shown in Figure 
1 15. As shown In Figure 115. the antenna of Figure 1 13 
has a generally circular Directivity with respect to a ver- 
tically polarized wave. 

[0075] Needless to say. the shape and number of 
antenna elements are not limited to those described 
with respect to the above example 
[0076] It should be more preferable that the dis- 
tance between the conductive earth substrate and the 
antenna element is a fortieth of the wavelength or more. 
10077] Figure 37 (a) shows an antenna device 
which comprises an antenna element 401 configured to 
be a diode antenna configured by a fin ear conductor 
with four bends and located in the proximity to a conduc- 
tive earth substrate 405 with the antenna pJane paraiel 
to the substrate, a feeding terminal 402 provided In 
place on the antenna element 401 .and a point 403 con- 
nected to the conductive earth substrate 405 tor 
grounding. Figure 37 (b) shows another antenna device 
which comprises an antenna element 404 configured by 
being be a dpoie antenna configured by a linear con- 
ductor with eight bends and located in the proximity to a 
conductive earth substrate 405 with the antenna plane 
parallel to the substrate, a feeding terminal 402 pro- 



vided in place on the antenna element 401 . and a point 
403 connected to the conductive earth substrate 405 for 
grourxSng. In this way, the antenna devices according to 
the present embodi m ent can reduce the installation 

5 area as well as further Improve their directional gaki 
performance when the antenna devices are located in 
the praximrty to the conductive earth substrates with 
their antenna planes paraiel to the conductive earth 
substrates 405, reepectivety- 

io [0078] Figure 38 (a) shows an antenna device 
which comprises three rnonopole antenna elements 
601a. 601b, and 601c having two bends and different 
lengths and being located on the same plane in the 
proximity to a conductive earth substrate 607, and reac- 

70 tance elements 602a, 602b, 602c, and 604 connected 
between the taps of the antenna elements 601a, 601b, 
and 601c and a feeding terminal 603 and between the 
feedng terminal 603 and a ground terminal 605, 
respectively, to adjust their Impedance, Figure 38 (b) 

20 shows another antenna device which substitutes 
antenna elements 606a. 606b. and 606c having four 
bends for tie antenna elements 601a. 601b. and 601c 
of the antenna device of Figure 38 (a) described above. 
[0079] With the configurations described above, an 

25 antenna device having a desirable bandwidth can be 
implemented by setting the tuning frequencies of the 
antenna elements at regular intervals. Figure 68 shows 
an example of band synthesis performed by an antenna 
having seven antenna elements and it may be seen 

so from the figure that a broadband frequency characteris- 
tic can be achieved through such band synthesis even 
when each antenna element has only a small band- 
width. 

[0080] Specific examples of such band synthesis 

3s are described with respect to the VSWR characteristics 
shown in Figures 116 through 121. Namely, these 
examples use four antenna elements with drfferent tun- 
ing frequencies, that is, 196.5 MHz (Figure 116}, 198.75 
MHz (Figure 117). 200.5 MHz (Figure 118), and 203.75 

40 MHz (Figure 1 19), respectively. Figure 120 shows the 
VSWR characteristics after band synthesis of these 
antenna elements and it can be seen that the band has 
become wider than before Figure 121 shows the 
VSWR characteristics when the range of otfnates in 

45 Figure 120 is extended (by quintuple). 

[0081] Figure 39 (a) shows that addrtional reac- 
tance elements 808a and 808b tor band synthesis are 
provided between antenna elements 801a, 801b, and 
801 c in an antenna device having the configuration sim- 

50 Bar to that of Figure 38 (a) descrtxad above. Figure 39 
(b) shows that addrtionai reactance elements 808a and 
808b for band synthesis are provided between antenna 
elements 806a, 806b, and 808c in an antenna device 
having the configuration simlar to that of Figure 38 (b) 

55 described above. 

[0082] Figure 40 (a) shows an antenna device 
which comprises three tfpoJe antenna elements 1001. 
1002, and 1003 having four bends and different lengths 
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and being located on the same plane in the proximity to 
a conductive earth substrate 1007. and reactance ele- 
ments 1004, 1005, 1006, and 1009 connected between 
the taps of the antenna elements 1001 . 1002, and 1003 
and a feeding terminal 1008 and between the feeding 
terminal 1008 and a ground terminal 1010, respectively, 
to adjust their bnpedanca Figure 40 (b) shews another 
antenna device which substitutes antenna elements 
1011. 1012. and 1013 having eight bends for the 
antenna elements 1001, 1002, and 1003 of the antenna 
device of Fgure 40 (a) described above. 
[0083] Figure 41 (a) shows tat additional reac- 
tance elements 1214, 1215, 1216, and 1217 for band 
synthesis are provided between antenna elements 
1201, 1202, and 1203 at two separate locations in an 
antenna device having the configuration similar to that 
of Figure 40 (a) descried above. Figure 41 (b) shows 
mat additional reactance elements 1214. 1215. 1216. 
and 1217 for band synthesis are provided between 
antenna elements 1211. 1212, and 1213 at two sepa- 
rate locations in an antenna device having the configu- 
ration similar to that of Figure 40 (b) described above. 
[0084] Figure 42 (a) shows an antenna device 
which comprises three dipole antenna elements 1301 , 
1302, and 1303 having different lengths and being 
formed on a printed circuit board 1304. Figure 42 (b) 
shows another antenna device of the configuration sim- 
ilar to that of Figure 42 (a) described above, which has 
a conductive earth substrate 1 308 formed on the oppo- 
site side of the printed circuit board 1304 to the antenna 
element 1320. Such a configuration where a printed cir- 
cuit board is used to form the antenna elements 1301 , 
1302, and 1303 (1305, 1306, 1307) and the conductive 
earth substrate 1308 can save the space necessary for 
an antenna device as well as aRow easy fabrication of 
the antenna device with improved performance reliabil- 
ity and stability. 

[0085] Figure 43 shows that antenna devices of the 
configurations similar to those of Figure 42 (a) 
described above have a conductor for band analysis 
formed on the opposite side of a printed circuit board to 
antenna elements in a direction perpendfcufar to the 
antenna elements. Namely. Figure 43 (a) shows an 
antenna device which comprises three (Spole antenna 
elements 1401, 1402, and 1403 having difterent lengths 
and being formed on a printed circuit board 1404 and 
two conductors 1405 formed on the opposite side of the 
printed circuit board 1404 to the antenna element 1410 
in a direction perpendicular to the antenna element. Fig- 
ure 43 (b) shows another antenna device of the config- 
uration similar to thai of Figure 43 (a) described above, 
which has a oonducuve earth substrate 1406 located in 
close proximity on the opposite side to the antenna ele- 
ment 1410. This conductive earth substrate 1406 may 
be formed on the printed circuit board by using a multi- 
layer printing technique. The configuration described 
above can allow easy fabrication of elements for band 
synthesis. 



[0086] Figure 44 shows an antenna device which 
has antenna elements 1501. 1502, and 1503 located 
within a recess 1505 in a conductive earth substrate 
1504. This configuration can eliminate any protrusion 
5 from an automobile body and Improve the directional 
gain performance through interaction between the edge 
of the antenna element 1510 and the conductive earth 
substrate 1504. 

[0067] The antenna device of Figure 45 (a) 00m 

ro prises an antenna 1610 consisting of antenna elements 
1601, 1602, and 1603 and an antenna 1620 consisting 
of antenna elements 1606. 1607. and 1608 and these 
antennas 1610 and 1620 are located in the same plane 
and within a recess 1605 in a conductive earth sub- 

75 sfrate 1604. It should be noted that the antennas 1610 
and 1620 of this example are drfferent from each other 
in sire and shape but may may be of the same size and 
shape Feeding sections of these antennas are located 
in the proximity of each other. Figure 45 (b) shows that 

20 a similar antenna is located in the proximity of a planar 
conductive earth substrate 1609. 
[00881 The antenna device of Figure 46 (a) com- 
prises an upper antenna 1710 consisting of antenna 
elements 1701, 1702, and 1703 and a lower antenna 

25 1720 also consisting of antenna elements 1701, 1702, 
and 1703 and these antennas 1710 and 1720 are 
located at two levels and within a recess 1705 in a con- 
ductive earth substrate 1704. it should be noted that the 
antennas 1710 and 1720 of this example are of the 

3P same size and shape but they may be different from 
each other in size and shape. Figure 46 (b) shows that 
a similar antenna is located in the proximity of a planar 
conductive earth substrate 1706. If the antennas are of 
the same size, they will have the same tuning frequency. 

as Therefore, the band width of the whole antenna device 
is the same as that of a single element but this example 
can implement a high-gain and high-6e!ectrvity antenna 
because the overal gain of the antenna element can be 
improved as compared with a single-element imple- 

40 mentation by accumulating the gain of each antenna 
element, as shown Figure 69. 
[0069] The antenna device of Figure 47 (a) com* 
prises three antennas 1801, 1802. and 1803 each hav- 
ing one or more bends and a plurality of dipole antenna 

48 elements and these antennas are formed to be a multi- 
layer printed droit board 1806 and located within a 
recess 1805 in a conductive earth substrate 1804. It 
should be noted that the three antennas 1801, 1802, 
and 1803 of this example are of the same size and 

so shape but they may be different from each other In size 
and shape. It should be also noted that the three anten- 
nas are layered in trie example but four or more anten- 
nas maybe layered. Figure 47 (b) shows that a simiar 
antenna is located in the proximity of a planar conduc- 
es five earth substrate 1807. As described above, a high- 
gain and high-selectivity antenna can be implemented 
easily by forming a plurality of antennas as a multilayer 
printed circuit board. 
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[0090] The antenna of Rgure 48 has two linear con- 
ductors each having four bends and these conductors 
are located opposite to each other with respect to a 
feeotng section. Namely. Rgure 48 (a) shows an 
antenna device which has two linear conductors 1902 
and 1903 benolng in opposite cSrecborm to each other 
with respect to a feeding point 1901 and Rgure 48(b) 
shows another antenna device which has two linear 
conductors 1904 and 1905 bendmg in the same direc- 
tion wfth respect to a feeding point 1901. This shape 
can allow implementation of a co m pa ct planar nondirec- 
tionaJ antenna. 

[0091] On the other hand. Rgure 49 (a) shows an 
antenna device having an antenna element 2002 in 
which the length between a feecing section 2001 and a 
first bend P is relatively longer than the length between 
the first bend P and a second bend Q. Rgure 49 (b) 
snows an antenna device having an antenna element 
2002 In which the length between a feedtog section 
2001 and a first bend P is retativety shorter than the 
length between the first bend P and a second bend Q. 
This shape can allow the antenna device to be installed 
in a narrow area 

[0Q92] It should be noted that this example has two 
linear conductors located opposite to each other with 
respect to a feeding section but the number of linear 
conductors is not limited to that of this example and may 
be only one. In addition, the number of bends is not lim- 
ited to thai of this example. 

[0093] It should be noted thai this example has two 
linear conductors located opposite to each other wtth 
respect to a feeding section but the number of linear 
conductors Is not I drifted to that of this example and may 
be only one. In addition, the number of bends is not lim- 
ited to that of this example. 

[0094] It should be also noted that the linear con- 
ductors in this example are bent but they may be curved 
or spiralled For example, as shown in Figure 50 (a), this 
example may have two linear conductors 2102 and 
2103 curving in opposite directions to each other with 
respect to a feeding section 2101 or two linear conduc- 
tors 2104 and 2105 curving in the same direction with 
respect to a feeding section 2101. Also, as shown in 
Figure 50 (b). this example may have two inear conduc- 
tors 2106 and 2107 spiral ng in opposite directions to 
each other with respect to a feecfing section 21 01 or two 
linear conductors 2108 and 2109 spiralling in the same 
direction wfih respect to a feedtog section 2101. 
[009S] When an antenna of this example is fabri- 
cated, an antenna element can be formed, of course, by 
working metal members but it may be formed through 
printed-wiring on a circuit board. Such a printed -wiring 
technique can allow greatly easy fabrication of an 
antenna, thereby to expect reducing cost, providing a 
more compact antenna, improving reliability and the 
like. 

[0096] The antenna device of Rgure 51 Is located in 
the proximity of a conductive earth substrate with its 



ground terminal connected to the substrate. For exam- 
ple, as shown in Figure 51 (a), an antenna element 2201 
is located in the pradmfty of a substrate 2204 wfih its 
ground terminal 2203 connected to the substrate 2204. 

5 It should be noted that this antenna device Is similar to 
that of Figure 3 (b) described above but Differs there- 
from In that a feeding terminal 2202 Is provided on the 
opposite side of the conductive earth substrate 2204 to 
the antenna device by running the cable through the 

70 substrate. Such a configuration can provide a desired 
impedance characteristic and directivity. 
[0097] Figure 51 (b) shows that a switching etement 
is provided between aground terminal and a conductive 
earth substrate in the antenna. As shown In the figure, a 

16 switching element 2205 is provided between a ground 
terminal 2203 of an antenna element 2201 and a con- 
ductive ear&i substrate 2204 to select which state, that 
is, whether or not the ground terminal is connected to 
the conductive earth substrate can effect the optimum 

20 racSo-wave propagation. For this purpose, the switching 
element 2205 may be remotely operated to control the 
antenna device depending on the state of a received 
wave. The antenna device of this example is used tor a 
vertically polarized wave ff the ground terminal 2203 is 

25 connected to the substrate, while it is used for a horizon- 
tally polarized wave if the ground terminal is not con- 
nected to the substrate. 

[0096] It should be noted that the feeding terminal 
2202 penetrates the conductive earth substrate 2204 in 

30 Figure 51 (b) but its location is not limited to this exam- 
pie and that, as shown to Figure 52, a feeding terminal 
2302 and a ground terminal 2303 may be not to pene- 
trate the conductive earth substrate 2304. 
[0099] Figure 53 shows the positional relationship 

as between the antenna and the conductive earth sub- 
strate in the antenna device described above. As shown 
in Rgure 53 (a), a conductive earth substrate 2402 and 
an antenna 2401 are located parallel to each other at a 
distance of h. The directivity of the antenna 2401 can be 

*> changed to a desired direction by controlling the cfc- 
tance h. The tuning frequency is raised if the antenna 
2401 is closer to the conductive earth substrate 2402, 
whJe the tuning frequency is lowered if the antenna is 
more dfetant from the substrate. Therefore, the antenna 

46 device may be configured to control the distance h 
depending on the state of a received wave. The control 
of the distance h may be accomplished, for example, by 
using a feed or slide mechanism (not shown) to move 
the antenna 2401 in a direction perpendicular to the 

so antenna plane or by Inserting an Insulation spacer (not 
shown) between the antenna 2401 and the conductive 
earth substrate 2402 and moving the spacer in a direc- 
tion parallel to the antenna plane to adjust the length of 
the spacer insertion. Also, the size of the spacer may be 

55 determined to obtain a desred antenna performance 
during the fabrication of the arrterwa. ft should be noted 
that a spacer between the substrate and the antenna 
may be made of a low-permittivity material such as 
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expanded styrd. 

[0100] As shown In Figure 53 (b), the conductive 
earth substrate 2402 and the antenna 2403 may be 
located to fcxm a predetermined angle 8 fm this case, 
90 degrees) between them. The directivity of the 
antenna 2403 can be controted by adjusting the angle e 
through a hinge mechanism and the ika. 
[0101] It should be further noted that the number of 
antenna elements is one aocordrtg to the present 
embodiment but it is not limited to Ms example and may 
be two or more. It should be also noted that the sub- 
strate consists of a single conductor In this example but 
the body of an automobile and the ike may be used as 
the substrata. 

[0102] Figure 54 6hows that an antenna consists of 
a plurality of antenna elements arranged in a predeter- 
mined range and served by a single feeding mecha- 
nism. As shown in Figure 54 (a), a plurality of antenna 
elements 2501. 2502, and 2503 are served by a sintf e 
feeding mechanism to provide an antenna consisting of 
the group of antenna elements. For example, a broad- 
band antenna which covers a desired bandwidth as a 
whole can be implemented by covering a different band- 
width with each of the antenna elements. Particularly, in 
the arrangement of Figure 54 (a), the outer antenna ele- 
ment 2501 is necessarily longer than the inner antenna 
element 2503 and it is easy to set the longer antenna 
element 2501 to a lower tuning frequency and the 
shorter antenna element 2503 to a higher tuning fre- 
quency, so that a desired antenna covering a broad 
band as a whole can be implemented. 
[0103] As shown in Figure 54 (b). a plurality of 
antenna elements may be separately arranged ki an 
antenna plane without winding round each other. 
[0104] it each of the antenna elements covers the 
same band, the efficiency of the antenna can be 
improved. 

[0105] To provide isolation between the antenna 
elements, a distance between them may be determined 
to keep them in predetermined isolation or an isolator or 
reflector may be connected to each of the antenna ele- 
ments. 

[0106] H should be noted that the number of 
antenna elements is two a three according to this 
example but ft is not Bmitad to this example and maybe 
any number equal to or more than two. 
[0107] The antenna device of Figure 55 drftere from 
those in the preceding examples in that as shown in Fig- 
ure 55 (a), antenna elements 2601. 2602. and 2603 or 
antenna elements 2604. 2605, and 2606 are layered in 
a direction perpendicular to the reference plane. It 
should be noted that the antenna elements may be 
arranged so that they are all exactly overlaid on the sur- 
face of projection as shown in the left of the figure or so 
that they are partial/ overlaid as shown in the right of 
the figure or so that they are separate from each other. 
Figure 55 (b) Is a partial broten view showing an appli- 
cation of the present embociment, in which antennas 



261 1 and 2612 are formed on a multilayer printed circuit 
board 2609 through a printedwiring technique and the 
antennas are arranged to be partialy cveriaJd on the 
horizontal plane. Both elements can be coupled in place 

9 by running a conductor through a through-hole 2610. 
[0109] Figure 56 (a) shows an exarrple of a single 
antenna feeding section for serving a plural By of 
antenna elements. As shown in Figure 56 (a), antenna 
elements 2701, 2702. and 2703 have tape 2704, 2705. 

to and 2706 formed in place thereon, respectively, to con- 
nect them to a feeding terminal 2707. It should be noted 
that the Auction for tapping is identical for all the 
antenna elements but it may be arbitrarily determined 
for each of them. 

75 [0109] Figure 56 (b) shows an antenna having a 
common electrode between the tap of each antenna 
element and a feeding termtoai As shown to the figure, 
taps 2704. 2705. and 2706 are formed in place on 
antenna elements 2701. 2702, and 2703, respectively 

20 and a common electrode 2708 is provided between the 
taps and a feeding terminal 2707. This makes the con- 
figuration very ample and in addition, more space can 
be saved by placing the electrode 2708, for example, 
parallel to the outermost antenna element 2701 . 

25 [0110] Figure 57 shows an antenna with each 
antenna element tapped through a reactance element. 
As shown in Figure 57 (a), antenna elements 2801. 
2802, and 2803 may be separately connected to a feed- 
ing terminal 2807 through reactance elements 2804. 

do 2805, and 2806. respectively, or as shown in Figure 57 
(b), a reactance element 2809 may be provided within a 
common electrode 2808 between a feeding terminal 
2807 and taps. In the latter case, a reactance element 
may be provided between foe feeding terminal and a 

* ground terminal. By using a proper reactance element 
in this way a desired impedance, band, and maximum 
efficiency can be achieved. It should be noted that a var- 
iable reactance element may be used as such a reac- 
tance element tor adjustment. 

40 [0111] Figure 56 shows that an antenna consists of 
a plurality of antenna elements arranged to a predeter- 
mined range in the proximity of a conductive earth sub- 
strate and served by a single feeding mechanism, a 
ground terminal o< which is connected to the conductive 

45 earth substrate. As shown in Figure 58, a plurality of 
antenna elements 2901,2902, and 2903 are served by 
a single feeding terminal 2907 provided on the opposite 
side of a conductive earth substrate 2909 to the 
antenna elements to provide an antenna consisting of 

so the group of antenna elements and a ground terminal 
2908 ol the feeding section is connected to the conduc- 
tive earth substrate 2909. This configuration can allow a 
compact high-gain antenna to be provided in a plane in 
the proximity of the conductive earth substrate. 

56 [0112] In the antenna of Figure 59 (a), the tuning 
frequency is controted by setting a distance between 
opposed portions 3001 and 3002 of an antenna ele- 
ment near Its open terminate to a predetermined value 



18 



35 



EP1011 167 A1 



36 



to control the coupling between them 
[0113] The coupling between the opposed portions 
3001 and 3002 of the antenna element near rts open 
terminate can be established by provxing a dielectric 
3003 as shown in Figure 59(b) or by connecting them 
through a reactance element 3004 as shown in Figure 
59 (c). For this purpose* the dielectric 3003 may be 
movabty provided to control the coupling or the reac- 
tance element 3004 may be implemented with a varia- 
ble reactance to control the coupfing. 
[0114] ft should be noted that the number oi 
antenna elements is one fri this example but it is not lim- 
ited to tfw example and may be two or more like the 
antenna shown in Figure 54 described above. 
[0116] In the antenna of Figure 60 (a), the tuning 
frequency is controied by setting a distance between 
open-terrrwial portions 3101 and 3102 of an antenna 
element and the neutral point 3103 or their opposed 
portions 3111 and 31 12 near the neutral point to a pre- 
determined value. 

[0116] The ooupfrig between the open-terminal 
portions of the antenna element and the neutral point or 
their opposed portions near the neutral point can be 
established, as shown In Figures 60 (b) and (c), by pro- 
viding a dielectric 3104 or by connecting them through a 
reactance element 3105 or 3106. For this purpose, like 
the thirteenth embodiment described above, the dielec- 
tric 3104 may be movatoly provided to control the cou- 
pling or the reactance element 3101 or 3102 may be 
implemented with a variable reactance to control the 
oouplng. 

[0117] It GhouW be noted that the number o1 
antenna elements is one also in this example but it Is not 
limited to this example and may be two or more IB® the 
antenna shown in Figure 54 described above. 
[0118] In the antenna device of Figure 61 , at least 
one linear conductor is connected to each end of a coil, 
a ground terminal is puled out of the neutral point of the 
coil, and a tap is termed in place on the linear conductor 
or the coil to provide a feeding terminal at the end of the 
tapping cable. As shown in Figure 61 (a), a coil 3203 
has a finear conductor 3201 or 3202 at each end of the 
coil, a ground terminal 3206 is puOed out of the neutral 
point of the coil 3203. and a tap 3204 is formed in place 
on the frrear conductor (in this case, 3202) to provide a 
feedtog termtoaJ 3205 at the end of the tapping cable. 
As shown in Figure 61 (b)> a tap 3204 may be formed in 
place on a co3 3203 to provide a feedng terminal 3205. 
[0119] This configuration can alow the tuning fre- 
quency of the antenna to be adjusted by control rig the 
number of turns of cot* wincing and in addition, it can 
allow the implementation of a more compact and broad- 
band antenna. 

[0120] Rgure 62 shows that an antenna device has 
a pkirafty of linear conductors connected to a coil. As 
shown in Figure 62 (a), acotl 3307 has a pluraity of Sn- 
eer conductors 3301, 3302. and 3303 or 3304, 3305. 
and 3306 at each end of the coil, a ground terminal 



3311 is pulled out of the neutral point 3310 of the coO 
3307, and a tap 3308 is termed in place on the linear 
conductors (in this case, 3304, 3305, and 3306} to pro- 
vide a feerJng terminal 3309 at the end of the tapping 

5 cable. As shown In Figure 62 (b), a tap 3312 may be 
formed in place on a coo 3307 to provide a tearing ter- 
minal 3309. It should be noted that the three linear con- 
ductors are provided on each side of the coi this 
example but the number of conductors is not limited to 

io this example and may be any number equal to or more 
than two. 

[0121] ft should be also noted that the conductors 
used as antenna elements in this example are al linear 
but the shape of each conductor is not limited to this 
70 example and any conductor may have at least one bend 
or curve or may be sptraL 

[0122] The antenna device of Figure 63 has one or 
two groups of linear conductors and each group of them 
Is connected to a feeding section through a coi. As 
20 shown in Rgure 63, a group of linear conductors 3401 , 
3402, and 3403 and another group of Iwiear conductors 
3404. 3405, and 3406 are connected to common elec- 
trodes 3407 and 3408, respectively, and these elec- 
trodes are connected to a feecfing section 341 1 through 

6 coils 3409 and 3410, respectively This configuration 
can allow the tuning frequency of the antenna to be 
adjusted by controlling the number of turns of coil wind- 
ing and in addition, it can allow the implementation of a 
more compact and broadband antenna. 

» [01 23] The antenna device of Figure 64 comprises 
a plurality of antennas consisting of a plurality of 
antenna element groups and these antennas are pro- 
vided within a predetermined range lor diversity recep- 
tion to select one of them which can achieve the 

3s optimum receiving state. For example, in Rgure 64, two 
antennas 3501 and 3502 are switched by a diversity 
changeover switch 3503 connected to a feeding section 
of each antenna to select one of the antennas which 
can achieve the optimum radio-wave propagation n 

40 should be noted that the number of antennas is not fim- 
rted to two as described for this example but it may be 
three or more. It should be also noted that the type of 
antennas is not limited to mat shown in Figure 64 but 
other types of antennas as described for the preceding 

46 embodiments, dffterent types of antennas or the to 
may be used. 

[0124] In addrtion, controlling of selection of the 
optimum antenna from a plurality of antennas may be 
accomplished by controlling selection of one which can 
so achieve the maximum receiver Input or by controlling 
selection of one which can achieve the minimum level of 
muttipath disturbance. 

[01 25] It should be further noted that a feeding sec- 
tion for serving each antenna element or each antenna 
55 consisting of a plurality of antenna element groups as 
described above may have a baJance-to-unbalanoe 
transformer, a mode converter, or an Impedance con- 
verter connected to ft. 
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[0126] 11 each antenna descrtoed above is to bo 
metalled on an automoble in a vertical position, for 
example, 9 may be installed on thB end 3703 of an auto- 
mobie spoiler 3701 or 3702. the end 3703 of a sun visor 
or the Bee as shown In Figure 65 (a) or on a ptl tar section 
3704 as shown in Figure 65 (b). Of course, installation 
locations are not limited to those described hare and the 
antenna may be installed on any other locations which 
are tilted to some extent with respect to any horizontal 
plane. Therefore, the reception of a desired polarized 
wave can be made very easy by positioning the antenna 
at such locations. 

[0127] As deecrbed above, each antenna device 
described above can be installed without any portion 
protruding from the body plane of an automobile 
because it can be located with its antenna plane parallel 
to and in the proximity of the body plane which is a con- 
ductive earth substrate and in addition, it can be 
installed even in a narrow space because it takes up 
only a smal area. Therefore, its appearance can be 
improved with little wind soughing brought about around 
it and in addition, some other problems such as a risk of 
its being stolen and labors involved in removi rtg it before 
car wash can be eliminated. 

[0128] Figure 66 is a schematic diagram showing 
an example of a mobile conwnuracation device with an 
antenna device. As shown in Figure 66. an antenna 
3801 according to any one of the preceding embooV 
ments desert) ed above is installed on the cefling of an 
automobile body 3805. in this case, if the antenna 3801 
is located within a recess 3808 In the ceiling, any por- 
tion of the antenna wffl not protrude from the outline of 
the body 3805. The antenna 3801 is connected to a 
communication device 3604 which is installed inside the 
body 3805 and consists of an ampiiier 3802, a modem 
3803 and the like. 

[0129] Figure 67 (a) shows an example in which a 
conductive shielding case 3902 provided inside a resin- 
ous case 3901 of a portable telephone is used as a con- 
ductive earth substrate and an antenna 3903 is located 
along the inner side of the case 3901 to be parallel to 
the shielding case 3902. Figure 67 (b) shows another 
example in which an antenna 3904 is located on the top 
Surface outside a resinous C3S0 3901 of a portable tele- 
phone and a conductive earth substrate 3905 is pro- 
vided on the inner wall of the case 3901 opposite to the 
antenna 3904. In the latter case, the lop of a shielding 
case 3902 is too small to be used as a conductive eartfi 
substrate. The antennas used in Figures 67 (a) and (b) 
are preferably those having more bends or more turns 
of winding which can easly alow the implementation of 
a compact antenna. 

[0130] With these configurations, the directional 
gain on the conductive earth substrate side is very email 
to the antenna and therefore, possHe influence of elec- 
tromagnetic waves on human body can be reduced 
without any degradation of antenna efficiency if the 
antenna device is used with the conductive earth sub- 



strate side turned to the user. 
[0131] ft should be rioted thai the antenna device te 
instated on an automobile in the above description but 
it may be installed on other vehk^ such as an airplane 

5 or ship. After natively, it may be instiled not only on such 
vehicles but also on the roadbed. shouWer. toDgafe, or 
tunnel wall of any expressway such as highway, or on 
the wall, window or the Ike of any buttng. 
[0132] ft should be also noted that the antenna 

ro device is used with a mobile communication device in 
the above description but it may be used wdh any other 
device which receives or transmits red to waves, such as 
a television set a racSo-cassette player, or a radio set, 
tor example. 

75 [0133] It should be firmer noted that the antenna 
device is implemertted in a portable telephone in the 
above desenptton but tt may apply to other portable 
radio sets, such as a PH3 (Personal Handy Phone sys- 
tem) device, a pager, or a navigation system, for exam- 

20 pie. 

[0134] Figure 70 (a) shows a monopole-type broad- 
band antenna which comprises a main antenna ele- 
ment 4202 having an end connected to a ground 4204. 
an antenna element 4201 located in the proximity of the 

zs main antenna element 4202 and having a length longer 
than the antenna element 4202 and no end connected 
to a ground, and an antenna element 4203 having a 
length shorter than the antenna element 4202 and no 
end connected to a ground. The main antenna element 

3P 4202 is provided with a lap which is connected to a 
feeding point 4206 through a reactance element 4205 
tor impedance adjustment. Figure 70 (b) shows another 
antenna device which Is obtained by forming on a 
printed circuit board 4207 antenna elements 4201. 

35 4202, and 4203 of the antenna device of Hgure 70 (a) 
desenbed above through a printed -wiring technkpje. 
[0135] Figure 71 shows a capote-type antenna 
device of the configuration described above. Namely. 
Figure 71 (a) shows a dipoie-type broactoand antenna 

40 which comprises a main antenna element 4302 having 
the canter connected to a ground 4304, an antenna ele- 
ment 4301 l o cated in the proximity of the main antenna 
element 4302 and having a length longer than the 
antenna element 4302 and no portion connected to a 

45 ground, and an antenna element 4303 having a lengfti 
shorter than the antenna element 4302 and no portion 
connected to a ground The main antenna element 
4302 is provided wflh a tap which is connected to a 
feeding point 4306 through a reactance element 4305 

so for impedance adjustment. Figure 71 (b) shows another 
antenna device which is obtained by forming on a 
printed circuit board 4307 antenna elements 4301. 
4302, and 4303 of the antenna device of Figure 71 (a) 
described above through a printed -wiring technique. 

56 [01 36] These conf igurations can implement a 
broadband and high-gain antenna device which is very 
simple and easy to ao]ust. 

[0137] It should be noted that a shorter antenna 
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element and a longer antenna element are located in 
the proximity of a main antenna element in this example 
but two or more antenna elements may be located on 
each side of the main antenna. 
[0138] Figure 72 (a) shows an antenna donee simi- 
lar to those shown in Figure 40 or other figures 
deserted above, in which a conductive earth substrate 
is located in the proximity of antenna elements and the 
antenna device of this example differs from those 
devices in that a conductive earth substrate 4404 
located in the proximity of antenna elements 4401. 
4402. and 4403 Is aknost equal in size to or smaller than 
the outermost antenna element 4401. Such a configura- 
tion can improve the gab lor horizontal/ polarized 
waves as compared with the case where a conductive 
earth substrate is larger than an antenna element 
[D139] Figure 72 (b) shows that the antenna device 
of Bgure 72 (a) described above is located within a 
recess in a vehicle body, the case of a communication 
device, the wall of a house, any other device case, or 
the fike and that an antenna ground (conductive earth 
substrate) 4404 is not connected to a ground for such a 
case. This rortfguration can provide a higher gain lor 
both horizontally and vertically polarized waves. The 
directional gain characteristics of this antenna device 
are shown in Figure 122 lor vertically polarized waves. 
As seen from the figure, when the distance (that is, sep- 
aration) between an antenna ground and a case ground 
is (a) 10 mm, (b) 30 mm, (c) 80 mm, or (d) 150 mm, the 
shorter distance can provide the higher gain. Namely, 
when the antenna pound Is closer to the case ground, 
the better performance can be obtained. It should be 
noted thai to the example, the antenna ground 4404 is 
located within a recess in a vehicle body the case of a 
corrvriunjcation device, the wan of a house, any other 
device case, or the like to prevent the antenna from pop- 
ping out of the outer case but the antenna ground may 
be located in the proximity of the flat plane of the case 
ground at a Distance, resulting in similar effects. Even in 
the latter case, the antenna tals within the scope of the 
present invention. 

[0140] It should be also noted that an antenna ele- 
ment of balanced type is used in this example but an 
antenna element of unbalanced type may result in simi- 
lar effects. 

[0141] Rgure 73 shows how proximate lo a conduc- 
tive earth substrate an antenna element is to be located 
and Rgure 73 (a) is an example where a sinpje antenna 
element is located. Namely, the Distance h between an 
antenna element 4501 (to speak properly, an antenna 
grounding connection) and a conductive earth substrate 
4502 is set to a value within 0.01 to 0.25 times as large 
as a wavelength X for the resonance frequency f of the 
antenna (that is, 0.01X toO.SSX). This configuration can 
implement a high -gain antenna which is very easy to 
adjust 

[0142] Rgure 73 (b) is another example where tour 
antenna elements 4503, 4504, 4505. and 4506 are 



located at different Distances from a conductive earth 
substrate 4507. respectively. As shown in Rgure 73 {b), 
when the antenna elements have different lengths, the 
shorter element can have the higher resonance tre- 

5 quency and the shorter wavelength. Therefore, the Dis- 
tance hi for the shortest antenna element 4506 may be 
set to the smallest value, the Distance h2 tor the longest 
antenna element 4503 may beset to the largest value, 
and the Distances tor the medium antenna elements 

io 4504 and 4505 may be set to values deperxfrg on the 
wavelengths at their resonance frequencies, respec- 
tively. Than, the distance between each of the antenna 
elements 4503. 4504, 4505. and 4506 and the conduc- 
tive earth substrate 4507 must satisfy the cordtJon that 

76 it falls within the range of 0.01 to 025 times as large as 
a wavelength X tor the resonance frequency f of each 
antenna element (that is. 0.01X to 0.251). 
[0143] Figure 74 shows that a hig*-permrttrvity 
material Is provided between an antenna element 4601 

20 and a conductive earth substrate 4602. Therefore, this 
configuration can apply to any other antenna device 
described above where a conductive earth substrate is 
located in the proximity of an antenna element It should 
be also noted that the distance between the antenna 

25 element and the conductive earth substrate can be 
reduced equivalent! y by providing such a figh-permittiv- 
ity material between them 

[0144] Figure 75 shows that any one of the antenna 
devices described above is tostaJled at fwe locations in 

» total, that is. one on each of the tour pilars 4701 and 
one on the roof, to provide a diversity configuration of 
these flat antennas. This configuration can offer a good 
capability of receiving and transmitting both horizontally 
and vertically polarized waves. It should be noted that 

35 fre antenna device is installed at live locations in this 
example but rt may be installed at more or less loca- 
tions. 

[0145] Figure 76 shows thai any one of me antenna 
devices descrtoed above is installed at any one or more 

*o locations on the roof panel, hood, pillars, side laces, 
bumpers, wheels, floor, or other surface portions of an 
automobile body 4801 . In Figure 76, an antenna 4602 is 
installed at a location where the antenna plane is almost 
in a horizontal position, an antenna 4603 is instated at 

46 a location where the antenna plane is In a tilted pocftton, 
and an antenna 4804 is Installed at a location where the 
antenna plane is almost in a vertical position. It should 
be noted that this figure shows possible locations for 
antenna installation by way of example and all the toca- 

50 Hons shown are not provided with antennas. Of course, 
it should be also noted that an antenna may be installed 
at any location other than those shown. It should be fur- 
ther noted that the automobile type Is not rimrted to such 
a passenger car as shown and an antenna according to 

55 the present toventfon may be irtstaled on a bus. truck, or 
any other type of automobile. 
[0146] In addition, since an antenna 4805 is 
retailed at a location where the antenna plane is in a 
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horizontal position, and specfffcaly, on the back (under- 
surface) of the floor with its directivity fating the road- 
bed, ft is suitable for (xniminfic&tion with a wave source 
installed on the road (a embedded therein) which is to 
be used tor oomrrt/nteation or detection of vehicle posi- 
tions. 

[0147] Generally, airwaves far TV or FM broadcast- 
ing mainty consist of horizontal ly polarized waves, while 
waves for portable telephone, radio communication, or 
the Bto mainly consist of vertically polarized waves. 
Whether an antenna is suitable for horizontally polar- 
ized waves or vertfcaly polarized waves depends on the 
rJrection of its installation. As shown in Figure 77(a). an 
antenna 4902 which is installed parallel to a conductive 
earth substrate 4901, that is, a vertical surface portion 
of an automobie body 4601 and comprises three 
antenna elements of unbalanced type with their 
grounded ends connected together is effective for hori- 
zontally polarized waves, since its sensflMtyto horizon- 
tally polarized waves can be raised because of the 
horizontal electric held as shown in the right of the fig- 
ure. This can be accomplished by installing an antenna 
4604 as shown in Figure 76- On the other hand, an 
antenna 4602 which Is installed parallel to a horizontal 
surface portion of the automobile body 4601 is effective 
for vertically polarized waves, since its sensitrvfry to ver- 
tical polarized waves can be raised because of the 
vertical electric field. In addition, an antenna 4603 which 
is Installed in a tilted position can be used regardless of 
the tfrecfcon of polarization, since its sensitivity is bal- 
anced between horizontally and vertically polarized 
waves depending on the degree of tilt Figure 
77(b)shows an example of antenna of balanced type, 
which is effective lor horizontally polarized waves to a 
similar manner to that described above. 
[0148] The antenna device of Figure 78 Differs from 
the antenna devices described above in that it receives 
or transmits waves from the side of its conductive earth 
substrate rather than from the side of its antenna ele- 
ments. As shown in Figure 76 (a), an antenna 5002 of 
three antenna elements is installed parallel to a conduc- 
tive earth substrate 5001 at a distance and a grounded 
end of the antenna 5002 is connected to the conductive 
earth substrate 5001. which faces toward the outside. 
This antenna has symmetrical cirectional characteris- 
tics on the upper region of the conductive earth sub- 
strate 5001 correspondtog to the area covered by the 
antenna 5002 (on toe opposite side to the antenna 
5002) and on the lower region thereof as shown in Fig- 
ure 7B(b). Therefore, even If the antenna 5002 and the 
conductive earth substrate 5001 are located inversely, it 
can achieve the same effect as those of the antennas 
described above. In addfton. even rf a conductive earth 
substrate 5003 is formed as a sealed case as shown in 
Figure 78 (c), an antenna 5002 inside the conductive 
earth substrate 5003 can have simftar characteristics 
and communicate with the outside through the conduc- 
tive earth substrate 5003 when D is fed. 



[0149] Figure 79 chows an example of an antenna 
device of balanced type which can achieve the same 
effect as those described above, while Figure 78 shows 
an antenna device of unbalanced type. 
3 [0150] Figure 80 is a schematic diagram showing 
possfc te locations where the antenna device accordtog 
to the present embodiment is to be totalled tor automo- 
bie applications similar to those of Figure 76. fan Figure 
80, ■» in Figure 76, an antenna 5202 is installed at a 
io location where the antenna plane is almost In a horizon- 
tal position, an antenna 5203 is installed at a location 
where the antenna plane is in a tilted position, and an 
antenna 5204 is installed at a location where the 
antenna plane is aknost in a vertical position. In addi- 
75 ton, since an antenna 5205 is installed at a location 
where the antenna plane is in a horizontal position, and 
specfl icalry. on the inner surface of the floor, it is suitable 
tor communication with a wave source instated on the 
road to a similar manner to that of Figure 78. Although 
so these antennas shown are all installed inside an auto- 
mobie body 5201. they can achieve the same perform- 
ance as thai for the antennas installed on the outer 
surface of the automobile body for the reasons 
described above and to adcftfon, they are very advanta- 
25 geous in appearance, damages, or risk of being stolen 
because they are not exposed to the outside of the 
body Moreover, as shown in Figure 80, the antenna 
device may be installed on a rearview mirror, in -car sun 
visor, number plate, or any other location where H c ari- 
se not be otherwise installed on the outer surface, by 
embedAg H within the inside space of such a compo- 
nent. 

[01 51] Figure 81 Is a schematic diagram showing a 
posstole application to a portable telephone of any of 

* the antenna devices described above, in which an 
antenna 5302 is installed inside a conductive grounded 
case 5301 with an antenna ground connected thereto. 
This configuration can allow the antenna to be used in a 
similar manner to the case where the antenna is 

& instated outside the grounded case 5301 and H can 
make the antenna very advantageous in handfrxj 
because the antenna is not exposed to the outside. It 
should be noted that the antenna is used with a portable 
telephone in this example but it can also apply to a TV, 

4S PHS, or other rarJo set. 

[0152] Figure 82 is a schematic diagram showing a 
possible application to an ordtoary house of any of the 
antenna devices described above. Namely, an antenna 
5402 is installed inside a conductive door of a house 

so 5401, an antenna 5403 is tostalted Inside a conductive 
window (for example, storm window), an antenna 5404 
is installed inside a conductive wall, and an antenna 
5405 is instated inside a conductive roof. Therefore, 
when an antenna is installed inside a conductive struc- 

55 ture of the house 5401 in this way. the antenna can be 
protected against weather-induced damage or degrada- 
tion with an elongated service fife because it is not 
exposed to toe outside. 
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[0153] It should be further noted that even iff a 
house consists of nonconductive structures, such an 
antenna can be installed at any location by attaching a 
conductor to the outer surface thereof. 
[DIM] Figure 83 shows that a conductive earth 3 
substrate 5501 and an antenna 5502 installed parale! 
to and in the proximity of the substrate can be turned (or 
rotated) together on the axis as shown by a dash-dot 
line. As shown in Figure 33 (a), when an antenna 5502 
is In a vertical position, the electric field is ncnzontalas 
shown in the rig^t ol the figure and its sensftrvity tor hor- 
izontally polarized waves becomes hlgfi. As shown in 
Figure 83 (b). when the antenna 5502 is in a horizontal 
position, the electric field is in turn vertical as shown in 
the right of the figure and its sensitivity tor vertically 
polarized waves becomes high and therefore, the 
antenna can be cfrected in the optimum position 
dec^nrjng on the state of polarized vnaves. Of course, it 
may be ejected in a tilted position The (fractional gain 
characteristics of the antenna installed as shown in Fig- 
ure 83 (a) are shown ii Figure 123 and the (fractional 
gaii characteristics of the antenna instated as shown in 
Figure 83 (b) are shown in Figure 124. As apparent from 
these figures, an antenna in a vertical position can 
exhfcit a high sensitivity to horizontally polarized waves, 
while an antenna in a horizontal position can exhibit a 
high sensitivity to vertically polarized waves. 
[0155] It should be noted that the conductive earth 
substrate 5501 and the antenna 5502 can be turned 
manually by operating the handle by hand or automati- 
cally by using a motor or any other drive 
[0156] Figure 84 (a) is a schematic dagram shew- 
ing the configuration of anoftwr antenna device which 
can achieve the same effects as those described above 
without turning the antenna. Namely, a ferroelectric 
5603 is located between a conductive earth substrate 
5601 and an antenna 5602 so that it can sandwich the 
antenna 5602. As shown in the right of Figure 84 (b), 
this configuration can alow the electric field between a 
conductive earth substrate 5604 and an antenna 5605 
to be extended In a horizontal (fraction through a ferro- 
electric 5606, so that the vertical component is 
decreased and the horizontal component is increased 
as compared with the case where no ferroelectric is 
used as shown In the left of the figure. The antenna can 
be set for vertically polarized waves or horizontally 
polarized waves depending on whether a ferroelectric is 
used or not. It should be noted that H the antenna is 
installed in a vertical position, such a ferroelectric will 
have an inverse effect on the antenna. It should be fur- 
ther noted that the ferroelectric 5603 may be installed 
during the manufacture or not and ft may be made easily 
removable by providing grooves lor this purpose. 
[0157] Although the antenna devices descrfeed 
above use bent elements which can be install ed even in 
a narrow space, each of the antenna devices of Figure 
85 uses a linear element which can be instaled on an 
elongate component of an automobie or an element 



shaped to a component 

[0158] Figure 85 (a) shows that a linear antenna 
5702 with three elements is located in the prawmrty of 
the surface of an elongate platelike conductive earth 
substrate 5701. Figure 85 (b) shows that a linear 
antenna 5704 with three elements is located in the prox- 
imity of me surface of a cylindrical conductive earth sub- 
strate 5703 so that each element is at the same 
distance from the conductive earth substrate 5708. Fig- 
ure 85 (c) shows that a linear antenna 5706 with three 
elements is located in the proximfty ol the surface of a 
quadrangular-prism conductive earth substrate 5705 so 
that each element is at the same distance from the con- 
ductive earth substrate 5705. 
[0159] Figure 86 shows variations of the antennas 
shown in Figure 85, in which elements are curved or 
bent in accordance with a curved or bent conductive 
earth substrate Figure 66 (a) shows mat an antenna 
5802 with three curved elements is located in the prox- 
imity of the surface of a curved cyfndricat conductive 
earth substrate 5801 so thai each element is at the 
same distance from the conductive earth substrate 
5801. Figure 86 (b) shows that an antenna 5804 with 
three bent elements is located in the proximity of the 
surface of a bent quadranguiar>prism conductive earth 
substrate 5803 so that each element is at the same das 
tance from the conductive earth substrate 5803. Fqure 
86 (c) shows that an antenna 5606 with three bent ele- 
ments is located in the proximity of the surface of a bent 
platelike conductive earth substrate 5805. 
[0160] In addition. Figure 87 (a) shows that an 
antenna 5902 ia located along the surface of a cylindri- 
cal conductive earth substrate 5901 and Figure 87(b) 
shows that an antenna 5904 is located along the sur- 
face of a spherical conductive earth substrate 5903. 
[0161] It should be noted that the antenna in this 
example is located outside a component which consti- 
tutes a conductivB earth substrate but it is not limited to 
this example and it may be located inside a piatefte 
component or on the inner surface of a cyTndrical com- 
ponent 

[0162] Figures 91 and 93 show applications of the 
8rienna device according to the present embodiment 
Figure 91 shows that an antenna 6302 is installed on 
the surface of an elongate roof rafl 6303 on the roof of 
an automobile body 6301 and Figure 93 shows that an 
antenna 6502 is installed inside an elongate roof rail 
6SD3 on the roof of an automobile body 6501. 
[0163] Moreover. Figures 92 and 94 show other 
applications of the antenna device according to the 
present embodiment. Figure 92 shows that an antenna 
6403 is installed on the surface of an elongate roof box 
8402 on the roof of an aimrnofcHte body 6401 and Figure 
94 shows that an antenna 6603 is instaled inside an 
elongate roof box 6602 on the roof of an automobie 
body 6601. 

[01 64] The antenna device shown In Figures 88 (a) 
and 88 (b) comprises an antenna 6002 with three longer 
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elements and an antenna 6003 with three shorter ele- 
ments with respect to a grounded point connected to a 
conductive earth substrate 6001 and faedvig points A 
6005 and B 6004 are provided for these antennas 6002 
and 6008, respectively. As shown in Figure 88 (c). the 
shorter antema 6003 is tuned to the A band of relatively 
NQher frequencies and the longer antenna 6002 Is 
tuned to the B band of retatrvery lower frequencies, and 
thus, such a single antenna device can accommodate 
two tuning bands, ft should be noted that the feeding 
points A 6005 and B 6004 may be connected to each 
other. 

[0165] Figures 89 (a) and 89 (b) show another 
example of the antenna of unbalanced type having two 
tuning bands. This antenna is a four-element antenna 
having an end connected to a conductive earth sub- 
strate 6101 and located in the proximity of the conduc- 
tive earth substrate 6101 and in addrtioa an antenna 
6102 with two relatively longer elements is provided with 
a feeding point B 6104 and an antenna 6103 with two 
relatively shorter elements is provided with a feeding 
point A 6105. As shown in Figure 8 [s(c](c),this configu- 
ration can accommodate two tuning bands, that is, the A 
band of relatively higher frequencies and the B band of 
relatively lower frequencies in a similar manner to that of 
the preceding example. It should be also noted that the 
feeding points A 6005 and B 6004 may be connected to 
each other 

[0166] Figures 90 (a) and 90 {b} show st3 another 
example of the antenna of balanced type having two 
tuning bends. This antenna is a four-element antenna 
having the rrtdpovit connected to a conductive earth 
substrate 6201 and located In the proximity of the con- 
ductive earth substrate 6201 and in edcltion, an 
antenna 6202 with two relatively longer elements is pro- 
vided with a feeding point B 6204 and an antenna 6203 
with two relatively shorter elements is provided with a 
feeding point A 6205. As shown in Figure 90 (c). this 
configuration can accommodate two tuning, bands, that 
is, the A band of relatively higher frequencies and the B 
band of relatively lower frequencies in a similar manner 
to that of the preceding examples. It should be also 
noted that the feeding points A 6005 and B 6004 maybe 
connected to each other. 

[0167] Like this, the antenna deserted above can 
provide an advanced antenna device which requires a 
rTirwnum space tor installation and which is capable of 
accommodating a plurafty of tuning bands, and thus, 
such an antenna can be applicable in a narrow space 
such as an automobile or a portable telephone. 
[0168] ft should be noted that this example 
assumes two tuning bands but it may acoommodale 
three or more bands. The latter case can be accom- 
pished by providing a plurality of antennas each of 
which has an element length corresponding to each tun- 
ing band and providing a feeding point tor each 
antenna. 

[0169] In the antenna device of Figure 95. a coil 



6703 is provided in place on a three-edge antenna ele- 
ment 6701 located in the proximity of a conductive earth 
substrate 6702 and an end of the antenna element 6701 
is connected to the conductive earth substrate 6702. bn 

5 addition, a feeding section 6704 Is provided on the 
antenna element 6701 between the col 6703 and the 
conductive earth substrate 6702. litis configuration can 
alow an electric current to concentrate in the coil and 
thus the antenna device can be reduced in size with the 

70 gam unchanged. For example, if the antenna element 
consists of a strp line, the area tor the antenna can be 
reduced to a quarter. Moreover, its bandwidth can be 
narrowed with a sharp band characteristic- 
[01701 Figure 96 shows that two antenna elements 

75 having the configuration of Figure 95 are connected in 
parallel tor band synthesis. Namely, two antenna ele- 
ments 6801a and 6801b having different bands 
(lengths) and coils 6803a and 6603b provided in place 
on the elements, respectively, are located In parallel and 

20 an end of each element is connected to a conductive 
earth substrate 6802. In addition, the antenna elements 
6801a and 6801b are connected to a common feeding 
section 6804 through reactance elements 6805a and 
6805b. respectively. This configuration can synthesize 

zs the bands of the two antenna elements and thus, a 
broadband antenna device with the same effects as 
those described above can be implemented. 
[0171] In the antenna device of Figure 97, a coil 
6903 is provided between an end of a three-edge 

3P antenna element 6901 located in the proximity of a con- 
ductfvs earth substrate 6902 and the conductive earth 
substrate 6902 and the other end of the coil 6903 is con- 
nected to the conductive earth substrate 6902 for 
grounding. In addition, a feeding section 6904 is pro- 
as vided in place on the antenna element 6901 . Tnis con- 
figuration can allow an electric cunent to concentrate in 
the coil in a similar manner to that tor the thirty-second 
ernbodfrrrsnt deserted above and thus the antenna 
device can be reduced tn size witfi the gain unchanged. 

40 [0172] Figure 98 shows that two antenna elements 
having the configuration of Figure 97 are connected in 
parallel tor band synthesis. Namely, two antenna ele- 
ments 7001a and 7001b having deferent bands 
(lengths) are located in parallel with an end connected 

4S to an end of a common coil 7003 and the other end of 
the cod 7003 is connected to a conductive earth sub- 
strate 7002. in addition, the antema elements 7001a 
and 7001b are connected to a common feeding section 
7004 through reactance elements 7005a and 7009>. 

so respectively. This configuration can synthesize the 
bands of the two antenna elements and thus, a broad- 
band antenna device with the same effects as those 
deserted above can be implemented. It should be 
noted that the single coil which is shared by the two 

56 antenna elements can contribute to a simple configura- 
tion. 

[01 73] The antenna of Figure 99 differs from that of 
Figure 97 described above in that as shown in Figure 
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99. an insulator 71 OS is provided on a conductive earth 
substrate 7102 and an antenna element 7101 and a coil 
7103 are connected on the insulator 7105. THs conf ig- 
uration can aflow easy installation oJ a coil 7103. which 
Is useful tor foe implementation, and thus thecoflcanbe B 
stably installed. Figure 100 shows the config ur ation of 
two antenna elements 7201a and 7201b arranged tor 
bard synthesis. As shown in the figure, although the 
connection between a ooH 7203 and the antenna ele- 
ments becomes more complex because of the mere 
antenna elements as compared with the precerjng 
case, a connection point provided on an insulator 7205 
on a conductive earth substrate 7202 can make me 
connection between the antenna elements and the coil 
much easier. 

[0174] In the antenna device of Figure 101, two coil 
sections are separately provided and two insulators 
7305a and 7305b are provided on a conductive earth 
substrate 7302 to connect antenna elements and coils. 
Namely, an end of a three-edge antenna element 7301 
provided in the proximity of a conductive earth substrate 
7302 and an end of a coil 7303a are connected together 
on an insulator 7305a. the other end of the coil 7303a 
and an end of another coil 7303b and a feedng section 
7304 are connected together on another insulator 
7305a. and the other end of the coil 7303b is connected 
to the conductive earth substrate 7302 for grounding. 
Figure 102 shews an antenna device having two 
antenna elements 7401a and 7401b arranged for band 
synthesis and the antenna elements, coils, and a feed- 
ing section are connected In a slmBar manner to that 
shown in Figure 101. 

[0175] These configurations can allow easy con- 
nection to other circuit components because the feeding 
terminal is provided on a circuit board. 
[0176] In the antenna device of Figure 103. a zig- 
zag pattern 7503 is inserted in an antenna element 
7501 in place of the coil for the configuration of Figure 
95. Although the configuration having a coil can three- 
dimensionaliy extend, the configuration with this pattern 
7503 can be formed on the same plane as the antenna 
element 7501 and fabricated through a printed -wiring 
technique. Figure 104 shows an antenna device having 
two antenna elements 7601a and 7601 b arranged lor 
band synthesis and zigzag patterns 7603a and 7603b 
are inserted in antenna elements 7601a and 7601b, 
respectively, 8 should be noted that the zigzag patterns 
may be sawtoothed ones as shown in Figure 106 (c). 
[0177] In the antenna device of Figure 105, the 
whole antenna element 7701 located in the praxjmfty of 
a conductive earth substrate 7702 is formed in a zigzag 
pattern and an end of the antenna element 7701 is con- 
nected to an end of a coO 7703 which is grounded at the 
other end. In addition, a feeding section 7704 is pro- 
vided in place on the zigzag antenna element This con- 
figuration can alow the antenna device to be further 
reduced in size, tor example, to 1/6 or 1/3, although pos- 
sible losses may be increased, it should be noted thai 



the antenna element may be formed in other patterns, 
for example, those shown in Figures 106 (b) and (c). 
The pattern shown In Figure 106 [b)sa three-dimen- 
sional coi. 

[0178] In the antenna device of Figure 107, an insu- 
lator 7904 is provided on a conductive earth substrate 
7902 and a lead 7905 from an antenna element 7901 
and a feeding section 7903 are connected together on 
the insulator 7904. This configuration can allow easy 
connection with other circuit components because the 
feedng section 7903 is provided on a circuit board, 
[pi 79] Figure 1 08 shows that a through-hole 8005 
is formed in a conductive earth substrate 8002 to pro- 
vide an fosulator 8004 on the opposite side of the con- 
ductive earth substrate 8002 to an antenna element 
8001. A lead 8006 from the antenna element 8001 
passes through the through-hole 8005 and the insulator 
8004 and connects to a feeding section 8003 on the 
insulator 8004. This configuration can make ft much 
easier than that of Figure 107 descrbed above to con- 
nect other circuit components to the feeding section 
8003 because such circuit components can be con- 
nected on the back of the 8002. 
[01 80] Figure 1 09 shows that In addition to the con- 
figuration of Figure 108 described above, another con- 
ductive plate is provided on the back of a conductive 
earth substrate (on the opposite side to an antenna ele- 
ment) to mount various circuit cornponents thereon. 
Namery t a through-hole 6104 is formed in both a con- 
ductive earth substrate 8102 and a conductive plate 
8105 to run a lead 81 1 1 from an antenna element 8101 
therethrough and an insulator 8103 is provided on the 
conductive plate 8105 over the through-hole 8104. In 
addRlon. a required number of insulators 8106 are pro- 
vided on the conductive plate 8105 to connect various 
circuit components The lead 81 11 passes through the 
through-hole 8104 to the insulator 81 03 and circuit com- 
ponents 8107 to 81 10 are connected on the insulators 
8103 and 8106. 

[0181] This corrfiguratiori can alow location of the 
circuit In the proximity of the antenna and easy shielding 
between the antenna and the circuit through the con- 
ductive plate, and thus, it can facfitete trnpiemanting a 
compact device. 

[0182] Figure 110 shows still another example of 
the antenna In which circuit components are located on 
the same side as an antenna element. Namely, an insu- 
lator 8203 to connect a lead 8205 from an antenna ele- 
ment 8201 and a required number of insulators 8206 to 
connect various circuit corr?rjnents are provided on a 
conductive earth substrate 8202. In adeftion, a conduc- 
tive shielding case 8204 is provided on the conductive 
earth substrate 8202 to shield the circuit components 
on the conductive earth substrate 8202 from the 
antenna element 8201 and a through-hole 8207 is 
formed for running the lead 8205 therethrough. The 
lead 8205 passes through the through-hole 8207 to 
connect to the insulator 8203 and droit components 
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8208 to 8210 are connected on the insulators 8203 and 
8206 An end of the antenna element 8201 is connected 
to the shield rig case 8204 for grounding. 
[0183] Tris configurator can alow the whole droit 
to be hekl between the antenna element and the con- 5 
ductive earth substrate and to be shielded by the shield- 
ing case, and thus, ft can facilitate knplam anting a more 
compact device than the configuration of Figure 109 
described above. 

[0184] In the antenna device of Figure 111, an to 
antenna element 8301 is formed on one side of an insu- 
lation plate 8305 and one end 8307 of the antenna ele- 
ment 8301 passes through the insulation plate 8305. A 
lead 8303 from a point in the antenna element 8301 
also passes through the insulation plate 8305 and 75 
another lead 8306 formed on the opposite side of the 
insulation plate 8305 and parallel to the antenna ele- 
ment 8305 [sic] is connected to the lead 8303 for con- 
necting a feeding section 8304 to the lead 8306. It 
should be noted that the feecfing section 8304 is pro- so 
vided in the proximity of the end 8307 of the antenna 
element 8301. In addition, the insulation plate 8305 is 
located parallel to a conductive earth substrate 8302, to 
which the end 8307 of the antenna element 8301 Is con- 
nected. 25 
[0185] This configuration can facilitate connecting 
coaxial cables because the grounded end of the 
antenna element is close to the feeding section. 
[0186] In the antenna device of Figure 1 12. a con- 
ductive earth substrate 8404 is provided on another dp 
broader conductive earth substrate 8402 through an 
insulation plate 8405 and an antenna element 8401 is 
located In the proximity of the conductive earth sub- 
strate 8404. ft should be noted that an end of the 
antenna element 8401 is connected to the conductive * 
earth substrate 8404 for grounding. It should be prefer- 
able that the conductive earth substrate 8404 is equal to 
the antenna element 6401 in size. Specifically, the con- 
ductive earth substrate 8402 may be the body of an 
automobile or carriage, the metal case for a receiver or *> 
communication device, or any metal structure of a 
house and ft may be instaled inside or outside the room 
or cornpartmenL 

[0187] This cc<tfiouration can achieve a nearly hori- 
zontal elevation angle with the maximum gain and thus, «s 
ft wiD be suitable tor receiving commuricatfon waves 
(vertically polarized waves) which come from a lateral 
election. 

[0188] H should be noted that any of the antenna 
devices shown in Figures 95 through 112 can be so 
installed at such locations as shown in Figures 65, 75, 
76. 80, 81 . and 82 to operate properly. 
[0189] ft should be also noted that one or two 
antenna elements are used in any of the antenna 
devices shown in Figures 95 through 1 12 but of course. » 
three or more antenna elements may be used. 
[01901 It should be further noted that antenna ele- 
ments used in any of the antenna devices shown in Fig- 



ures 95 through 1 12 are in a three-edge shape but they 

may be in a loop or any other shape. 

[0191] It should be further noted that insulators 

used to provide connection pants in any of the antenna 

devices shown in Figures 107 through 1 12 may apply to 

any other antenna devices according to the preceding 

errixx&nerits described above. 

[0192] Next other ernbodiments of the present 

invention which are devised mainly to improve the gain 

wi be deserted below. 

[0193] Figure 126 is a perspective view showing an 
entxxfimertt according to the present invention. 
[0194] In the figure, the reference numeral 4003 
designates a conductive earth substrata, to which a 
main element 4001 is connected through a first ground 
connection 4005 so that it is substantialy parallel to the 
substrate. Trie connection between the main element 
4001 and the first ground connection 4005 is connected 
to another ground 4007. to addfflon. a feedtog terminal 
4006 is connected to a point in the main element 4001 
and a grounding terminal of the feeding terminal 4008 is 
connected to the ground 4007. 
[0195] A p^esrve element 40<£ is aJeow 
the conductive earth substrate 4003 through a second 
ground connection 4004 along the main element 4001. 
[0196] As seen from the graphs shown in Figures 
139 and I49[sic]. the gain can be improved by provting 
such a passive element 4002 in this way. In the ligure. 
the line with white squares indicates an ideal monopole 
antenna, the line with black squares tocSca te s a one- 
element antenna, and the line with black circles indi- 
cates an embodiment according to the present inven- 
tion, ft can be seen from the figure that the gain 
characteristics are improved tor a speciic narrow-band. 
[0197] Figure 127 shows another embodiment 
according to the present irwentjon. which differs from 
the embodiment of Figure 126 in that a feeding terminal 
4006 is grounded with a conductive earth substrate 
4003. It should be noted that the emboefment of Figure 
1 2$ can achieve a better gain than this entxxSmeni 
[0198] Figure 128 shows sta another ernbodi merit 
according to the present invention and a main element 
4001 and a passive element 4002 are both farmed in a 
circular shape in this ernboolment. whDe they are 
formed in a straight shape in the embodiment of Figure 
126. It should be noted that the passive element 4002 
may be located inside or outside the main element 
4001. 

[0199] Figure 129 shows various types of the main 
element 4001 and the passive element 4002 as plan 
views taken in a direction perpencScutar to the conduc- 
tive earth substrate 4003. Speciically. Figure 129 (a) 
shows a straight type. Figures 129 (b) through (d) show 
bent types, and Figures 129 (e) and (t) show circular 
types. In addition, the reference numeral 4010 desig- 
nates the directivity of each type. As seen from the fig- 
ures, such an approximately circular type as shown in 
Figure 129 (f) can achieve the best ornnWirectfon. Con- 



26 



51 



EP 1011 167 A1 



52 



verseiy, if a specific directivity is desired, another type of 
elements which can achieve that drecfrity may be 
selected. 

[0200] Figure 130 shows a circular type, in which a 
feedhg termral 4006 is grounded with a conductive 
earth substrate 4003. 

[0201] Figure 131 shows another circular type, in 
which a feeding terminal 4006 is grounded with a specif- 
ically prorated ground 4007 rather foan a conductive 
earth substrate 400a 

[0202] Figure 132 shows another embodiment 
according to the present Invent ton, in which a larger 
ground 4012 such as an automobile body is provided 
under a conductive earth substrate 4003 through an 
insulator 40601 1[sicJ. It should be preferable that the 
size and shape of the insulator 401 1 are equal to those 
of the outBr main element 4001. if a passive element 
4002 is provided as the outer element, it should be pref- 
erable that the size and shape of the passive element 

4002 are equal to those of the insulator 4011. It should 
be also preferable that the distance between the main 
element 4001 and the passive element 4002 is approxi- 
mately lffi00X» the distance between both elements 
4001 and 4002 and the conductive earth substrate 4003 
is approximately and the thickness of the insula- 
tor 4011 is approximately 1/60X. Figure 133 shows that 
the ground connections 4004 and 4005 in Figure 128 
can be formed as a single connection plate 4013. This 
configuration can provide a simpler antenna device lor a 
narrower band. 

[0203] Figure 134 shows that two passive elements 
4002. 4002 [sic] are provided, one on each side of a 
main element 4001. This configuration can provide two 
gar peals as shown in Figure 134 (b). 
[0204] Figure 1 35 shows that two circular main ele- 
ments 4001 are provided in parallel and a common 
feeding terminal 4006 is connected to them through a 
capacitor 401 4. This configuration can accomplish band 
synthesis Figure 135 (b) shows the result of such band 
Synthesis 

[0205] Figure 136 shows thai two passive elements 
4003[sic], 4003 are provided, one on each side of the 
two main elements 4001 shown m Figure 135 This con- 
figuration can provide such an improved band synthesis 
gali as shown in Figure 138 (b) as compared with the 
example of Figure 135. 

[0200] Figure 137 shows mat a passive element 

4003 is provided between the two main elements 4001 . 

4001 [sic] shown in Figure 135. 

[0207] Figure 136 shows that a circular main ele- 
ment 4001 is provided on the top surface oi a printed 
circuit board 4015 and a passive element 4002 is pro- 
vided on the undersurtace of the prfoted circuit board 
4015. The main element 4001 and the passive element 

4002 are located in opposed positions with respect to 
each other. A conductive earth substrate 4003 as 
descrbed above Is provided parallel to the printed cir- 
cuit board 4015. 



[0208] Next, several ernbocfments of a cigita! televi- 
sion broadcasting receiving device, in which any of the 
above-mentioned antenna devices accorcSng to the 
present invention is used, wffl be descrbed below. 

5 

(Embodiment 10) 

[0209] Figure 138[sic] is a block diagram showing 
the confKjuration of a digital television broadcasting 

io receivfog device accordtog to the ernborJment 1 0 of the 
present invention. In Figure 13Q&C], the reference 
numeral 6001 designates an input means, 6002 desig- 
nates a delay means, 6003 designates a synthesis 
means. 6004 desiccates a reception means. 6005 des- 

16 ignates a demodulation means, 6007 designates a 
delayed wave estimation means, 6008 designates a 
positional information determination means, and 6009 
designates a vehicle irtforrnation detection means. The 
operation for receiving digital television broadcasting at 

20 a vehicle wffl be described below with reference to Fig- 
ure 141. 

[0210] A television broadcasting wave is converted 
to an electric signal by the input means 6001 such as a 
recelvtog antenna and then supplied to the delay means 

25 6002 and the synthesis means 6003. The television 
broadcasting wave converted to such an electric signal 
is delayed by the delay means 6002 in accordance with 
a delay control signal from a synthesis control means 
6006 and then supplied to the synthesis means 6003. In 

30 the synthesis means 6003. in accordance with a synthe- 
sis control signal from the synthesis control means 
6006, a signal from the irput means 6001 and another 
signal from the delay means 6002 are provided with a 
predetermined gain for each signal and synthesized 

ss together and then supplied to the reception means 
6004. As a synthesis technique used for this purpose, 
addrtion, maximum selection, or other simple operations 
can be used. 

[0211] The reception means 6004 extracts only sig- 
40 nals within a necessary band from those supplied by the 
synthesis means 6003 and converts them to signals ol 
frequencies which can be handled by the demodulation 
means 6005. Thus converted signals are supplied to the 
denwduJation means 6005. which in turn demodulates 
45 them for output. The demodulation means 6005 sup- 
plies dsfnodulation Information to the delayed wave esti- 
mation means 6007, which estimates a delayed wave 
contained in the received wave based on the demodula- 
tion information suppfied by the demodulation means 
so 6005. 

[0212] The operations for demodulation and 
delayed wave estimation will be deccnoed below. In the 
ground wave digital broadcasting which Is now being 
standardized in Japan, orthogonal trequency-drvisicn 
56 muHipJexIng (OFDM) is used for modulation and the 
demodulation means 6005 performs OFDM demodula- 
tion to decode transmitted codes. During the decoding 
process, frequency analysis is performed through an 
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operation such as FFT The transmission characteristics 
of a received signal can be estimated by using various 
piot siytab contained in the received signal lor data 
demodulation. For example, a delay time can be 
detected by detecting dip locations and the number of 5 
cfipe in frequency components which are obtained from 
the FFT frequency analysis. 

[0213] Figure 147 shows an example of the fre- 
quency analysis performed for OFDM and the fre- 
quency characteristics may be fiat when no delayed 10 
wave exists, while the frequency components may have 
some dips as shown In Figure 147 when some delayed 
waves exist Alternatively, a delayed wave can be 
detected by observing any variation h or lack of pilot 
signals. The delay time of a disturbance wave can be 75 
estimated based on erroneous data positional informa- 
tion obtained through an error correction process per- 
lormed after the FFT operation, it should be noted that 
the Japanese digital broadcasting has been described 
in the above paragraphs but this technique may apply 20 
also to analog broadcasting or foreign digital broadcast- 
ing. 

[0214] Next, the operations for synthesis control 
and delay control wfll be described below. The synthesis 
control means 6006 provides a signal to control the » 
delay means 6002 and the synthesis means 6003 
based on estimated delayed wave information supplied 
by the delayed wave estimation means 6007. The con- 
figuration of the synthesis control means 6006 which 
comprises a gain control means 6061 and a delay time 20 
control means 8082 wfll be described below. The gain 
control means 6061 establishes a synthesis gain in the 
synthesis means 6003 based on delayed wave Informa- 
tion supplied by the delayed wave estimation means 
6007. This establishing operation wfll be deserted x 
below with reference to Figure 148. In Figure 148, the 
axis of a b scissas shows the magnitude of a delayed 
wave and the axis of ordinates snows a ratio of the gain 
of a signal supplied by the input means 6001 (signal A 
gain) to Ihe gain of a signal supplied by the delay means #> 
6002 (signal B gain) (. signal A gaJrvsignaJ B gain). The 
synthesis gain is corrtroBed so that both gains can be 
identical when tie level of a delayed wave is large and 
in particular, it is equal to the »e*el of a direct wave or so 
that a difference between both gains can be obtained by «s 
decreasing the gain of a signal suppled by the delay 
means or that of a signal supplied by the input means 
when the level of a delayed wave is smal or, when the 
level of a delayed wave is larger than that of a direct 
wave In addition. If the gain control Is accomplished 50 
based on the delay time of a delayed wave suppied by 
the delayed wave estimation means 6007. the gain dif- 
ference becomes larger for the case of a large delay 
time (the curve a in Figure 148) than the case of a small 
delay time (the curve b in Figure 148). 56 
[0215] Next the operation of the delay time control 
means 6062 wfP be described below. It controls the 
establishment of a delay time to be used by the delay 



means 6002 so that the delay means 6002 delays the 
time by a length almost equal to the delay time esti- 
mated by the delayed wave estimation means 6007. For 
example, the relationship between error rates of a 
delayed wave and a demodulated signal Is shown In 
Figure 149. As shown in the figure, because the error 
rate may deteriorate abruptly when a delay time Is small 
(point B: approximately 2.5 us or less) . such a deterio- 
ration i n error rate can be effectively avoided by using a 
fixed delay time, for example, a delay time exceeding 
the point B in Figure 149, rather than a delay time esti- 
mated by the delayed wave esfrnation means 6007 
when the esti mate d delay time is small, ft should be 
noted that such a delay time to be established here 
must be at most shorter than a guard period added to 
an OFDM signal. In order to prevent such a deteriora- 
tion in error rate from occurring due to the smal delay 
time of a delayed wave, the delay means 6002 can 
always estabfish a predetermined delay time. For this 
purpose, any influence of a short delay time can be 
eliminated by setting such a delay time to a value nearly 
twice as large as the point B. If a signal is received by a 
single antenna as shown in Figure 141. a delay time 
smaler than the reciprocal of Ihe bandwidth of a 
received signal can be added to the signal to decrease 
the noise level of the received signal with an improved 
error rate This Is because dips caused by the added 
signal wil appear outside the signal bandwidth. For 
example, if the signal bandwidth Is 500 kHz. an added 
delay time must be established to be 2 us or less. The 
operation for adding a signal with a short delay time as 
described above can be effective In improving the 
reception level of signal bandwidth for narrowband 
broadcasting which is used as broadcasting services for 
mobie reception. 

[0216] Next the usage of the vehicle information 
detection means 6009 wfll be described below. The 
vehicle information detection means 6009 detects infor- 
mation on a moving reception vehicle. For example, this 
means may consist of a speed (vehicle speed) detection 
means 6091 which detects the speed of a moving 
reception vehicle and a position detection means 6092 
which detects the position of such a vehicle, It goes 
without saying that the vehicle information detection 
means 6009 can be implemented by a navigation sys- 
tem and mat the position detection means can be fople- 
mented by using a GPS system or by detecting 
locations through a PHS. a portable telephone set or a 
traffic control system such as VICS. Detected vehicle 
Information is suppied to the positional Information 
determination means 6008. 

[0217] The positional info rmatio n determination 
means 6008 checks which broadcast station covers the 
current location and estimates the delay time and the 
strength of a wave received at the receiving location, 
taking account of the distance from such a station as 
well as possfcle reflections from mountains and hold- 
ings. To this end. this means has previously obtained 
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information including the transmission frequency and 
location or t rans mission power of each transmitting sta- 
tion such as a broadcast station or relay station or 
downloaded it through any communication means such 
as broadcasting or telephone into Its storage to com- s 
pare it with the positional information supplied by the 
VBhtcfe Information detection means 6009. From this 
information, the delay time and magntode of a wave 
received at thai receiving location can be est mated. 
[0218] Moreover, the delay time and magnitude of a to 
received wave can be obtained more accurately; by 
marking In a map Information fricluding the location, 
magnitude, and height of each building located near the 
receiving location In adoWon to the location of each 
broadcasting station and taking account of possfcle is 
reflections therefrom H goes without saying that a navi- 
gation system can be used to handle such information 
on the transmitting stations, buildings, and mountains, it 
should be also noted that a delayed wave can be 
tracked more quiddy because the following delayed so 
wave can be estimated by knowing the speed of a mov- 
ing reception vehicle through the speed detection 
means 6091 

[0219] The synthesis control means 6006 controls 
the synthesis gain and the delay time based on the zs 
delayed wave Irrfo rm ation supplied by the positional 
irtformation determination means 6008 as described 
above. These control operations can be performed ina 
similar manner to those based on the delayed wave 
information suppfted by the delayed wave estimation 39 
means 6007. In add Won. the Information from the 
delayed wave estimation means 6007 can be used in 
combination wtth that from the positional Information 
determination means 6008 and then the gain and delay 
time may be controlled only if these two kinds of delay 35 
information are similar to each other or they may be 
controlled to remain unchanged or they may be control- 
led in accordance with the irrformation containing a 
larger level d delayed wave if these two kinds of delay 
information are quite deferent from each other. H should *> 
be noted that in the description above, the vehicle infor- 
mation detection means 6009 is provided for mobie 
reception but both mobile and stationary reception can 
be accornpfished by using the position detection means 
6092 only- 46 
[0220] The configuration described above has only 
one input means as shown in Figure 141 but another 
configuration shown in Figure 142 which has a plureJfty 
of input means and a plurafty of delay means corre- 
sponding to the Input means, respectively, is also effec- so 
tive for mobie reception. Each input means of this 
configuration is provided with a different input signal 
because ft is affected by a dHterent leva) of muWpelh 
interference even when it receives the same broadcast- 
ing wave. This may cause c%js at dHterent locations {he- 55 
quenaes) and different depths as shown in Figure 147. 
Therefore, a plurality of different input signals can be 
added together to provide another dp at a different 



location and depth, reacting in a lower signal error rata 
The reception operation of me device shown in figure 
1421s almost identical to frat described for Rgure 141. 
Under the control erf trie deiay means 6002 and the syn- 
theste means 6003, a desired delay frne Is established 
with the delay means 1 through N in a relative manner 
and the gain can be set In accordance wftn the delayed 
signal. If Ihe distance between a plurality of antenna 
locations is eu&icierttJy shorter fran the wavelength of 
the baseband, the level of received signals can be 
improved by adding a plurality of input signal 6 within the 
baseband. 

[0221] As deserted above, the digital television 
broadcasting receiving device according to the embodi- 
ment 10 can reduce signal dps through synthesis of 
signals, resulting in an improved error rate of digital 
data. Any deterioration in error rate can be avoided by 
establishing a delay time to prevent any influence of a 
signal with a shorter delay time, In addition, signal dips 
can be avoided more accurately by producing an accu- 
rate delayed wave through the delayed wave estimation 
means, the vehicle irrformation detection means, and 
the positional information determination means and 
thus, the error ratB can be further Improved. 
[0222] Signals received through a plurality of anten- 
nas can be switched depending on their error condi- 
tions. The antenna switching conditions for changing 
over from one antenna to another will be described 
below with reference to Figure 150. First the ON ratio 
of an input signal and the length of a past period such 
asa frame period thereof are determfoed and antenna 
switching is not performed rf the C/N ratio is large and 
the error rate Is low. If an error Is a burst one of very 
short period and does not continue for a while even 
when the error rate is high, antenna switching is not per- 
formed. N the CfU level of an input signal is lowered or H 
a high error rate continues for a whfle, antenna switch- 
ing is performed. The timing for antenna switching may 
beset to a guard interval appended to an OFDM signal. 
Alternatively, such an antenna switching timing may be 
calculated from a combination of vehicle speed Informa- 
tion and positional information. It should be noted that 
the timing for antenna switching may be set to a guard 
interval appended to an OFDM signal. This can allow 
optimum antenna switching fo accordance with varying 
reception conditions durhg the mobie reception. H 
should be also noted that by providing an antenna 6011 
and an amplification means 6012 as components of the 
input means shown in Figures 141 and 142, any signal 
attenuation or matching loss due to cfistr button can be 
avoided to perform the succeeding operation accurately. 

(Embodiment 11) 

[0223] Figure 143 is a block diagram showing the 
configuration of a digital television broadcasting receiv- 
ing device according to Ihe embodiment 1 1 [sic] of the 
present invention, to Figure 143. the reference numeral 
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6001 designates an input means. 6002 designates a 
delay means, 6003 designates a synthesis means, 

6004 designates a reception means, 6005 desigjiaies a 
demodulation means, 6007 designates a delayed wave 
estimation means, 6008 designates a positional Infer- 5 
mation determination means, and 6009 designates a 
vehicle Information detection means. The conflagration 

of the embodiment 11 as shown in Figure 143 oHfers 
from that of the embodiment 1 0 descrfced above in that 
the reception means 6004 is connected drectfy to the 
input means 6001. The operation for receiving digital 
television broadcasting at a vehicle according to the 
embodiment 11 will be deserted below. 
[0224] A television broadcasting wave is converted 
to an electric signal by the input means 6001 such as a 
receiving antenna and then supplied to the reception 
means 6004. The reception means 6004 extracts only 
signals within a necessary band from those supplied by 
the taput means 6001 and supplies them to the delay 
means 6002 and the synthesis means 6003. Those sig- 
nais suppled by the reception means 6004 are delayed 
by the delay means 6002 in accordance with a delay 
control signal from a synthesis control means 6006 and 
then supplied to Ihe synthesis means 6003. In the syn- 
thesis means 6003, in accordance with a synthesis con- 
trol signal from the synthesis control means 6006, a 
signal from the reception means 6004 and another sig- 
nal from the delay means 6002 are weighted with a pre- 
determined gain added to each signal and synthesized 
together and then supplied to the demodulation means 
6005. As a synthesis technique used for this purpose, 
addition, maximum selection, or other simple operations 
can be used In a similar manner to that for the embodi- 
ment 10 deserted above. The demodulation means 

6005 demodulates them for output. 
[0225] In a similar manner to that for the embodh 
ment 10, a delayed wave is e sti m ate d in the delayed 
wave estimation means 6007 and the positional infor- 
mation determination means 6008 from demodulation 
information supplied by the demodulation means 6005 
and mobile reception Information suppled by the vehi- 
cle in form a tion detection means 6009, respectively, and 
then supplied to the synthesis control means 6006. 
which in turn controls the delay and synthesis opera- 
tions by producing control signals to be supplied to the 
delay means 6002 and the synthesis means 6003. The 
detarl ed operations of the synthesis control means and 
the vehicle i n formation detection means performed dur- 
ing the reception operation described above are identi- 
cal to those tor the embodiment 10. In the receiving 
device according to the embodiment 1 1, the operations 
of the delay means 6002 and the synthesis means 6003 
can be sfrnpfified because the frequencies and bands 
are imited by the reception means 1. but the same 
effects as those of the embodiment 10 can be achieved. 
[0226] As shown in Figure 144, a plurality of input 
means 6001, a plurality of reception means 6004, and a 
pkjralityof delay means 6002 can be provided tor recep- 



tion. The operation of this configuration shown in Rgure 
144 is identical to that for the preceding embodiment 
described above and will not be descrtoed here in detail. 
Because a plurality of input means 6001, a pturaity of 
reception means 6004, and a plurality of delay means 
6002 are provided, each input means of this configura- 
tion Is provided with a dffterent Input level due to a drner- 
ent corxftion of interference even when ft receives the 
same broadcasting wave. This may cause dips at dtfter- 
ent locations (frequencies} and different depths as 
shown in Rgure 147. Tneretore, a plurality of different 
input signals can be added together to provide another 
dip at a (Werent location and depth, resulting in a tower 
signal error rate 

(Embodiment 12) 

[0227] Rgure 145 * a btocfc diagram showing the 
configuration of a digrtal television broadcasting receiv- 
ing device accenting to the entxxSment 12 [sic] ol the 
present invention. In Figure 145, the reference numeral 
6001 designates an input means. 6004 designates a 
reception means. 6005 designates a demodulation 
means, 6007 designates a delayed wave estimation 
means, 6055 designates a demodulation control 
means. 8 [sic] designates a positional information deter- 
mination means, and 9 [sic] designates a vehicle infor- 
mation detection means. The operation for receiving 
rJgital television broadcasting at a moving vehicle or a 
fixed location wfl be described below with reference to 
Rgure 145. 

[0228] A television broadcasting wave is converted 
to an etoctric signal by the Input means 6001 such as a 
receiving antenna and then supplied to the reception 
means 6004. The reception means 6004 extracts only 
signals within a necessary band from those supplied by 
the input means 6001 and supplies them to the demod- 
ulation means 6005. The demodulation means demod- 
ulates the signals supplied by the reception means 
6004 io provide digital signals for output and supplies 
the demodulation conditions to the delayed wave esti- 
mation means 6007. 

[0229] Now. the operation of the demodulation 
means 6005 w* be described below More specif ically, 
the operation ol the demodulation means 6005 consist- 
ing of a frequency analysis means 6051 , an adjustment 
means 6052. and a decoding means 6053 win be 
described. A signal supplied by the reception means 
6004 is frequency-analyzed by the frequency analysis 
means 6051 which performs an FFT, real FFT. DFT, or 
FHT frequency analysis technique to convert it to a sig- 
nal on the frequency axis and such a converted signal ® 
suppled to the adjustment means 6052. The adjust- 
ment means 6052 operates on the signal on the fre- 
quency axis from the frequency analysis means 6051 
based on a control signal supplied by the demodulation 
adjustment means [sic] 6055. That operation may be 
accornpfehed by performing a fransferfirnctiononasig- 
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nal supplied by the frequency analysis means 6061 
based on the signal from the Demodulation control 
means 6055, by performing an arithmetic operation 
through fltering, by emphasizing a specific frequency 
component, or by interpolating a possfbty missing fre- s 
quency component The signal supplied by the adjust- 
ment means 6052 ts decoded by the decodng means 
6053 Into a cfgrtat coda The delayed wave estimation 
means 6007 estimates a decayed wave based on a se- 
rial from the demoduiatkxi means 6005. Such reference J0 
signals include a frequency spectrum supplied by the 
frequency analysis means 6051 and a pBot signal 
obtained during the decoding process in the decodng 
moans 6053. The frequency spectrum of a received 
nal has dips or the like in response to the presence of J6 
delayed waves as shown in Rgure 147. Since the fre- 
quency spectrum becomes flat in tie ODFM modulation 
which is usualy used lor digital television broadcasting, 
the magnitude of a delayed wave and the delay time can 
be estimated The magnitude of a delayed wave and the 20 
delay time also can be estimated horn any change in 
phase or missing of a pilot signal The demodulation 
control means 6055 controls the adjustment means 

6052 based on delayed wave information supplied by 
the delayed wave estimation means 6007 or the post- & 
tional information determination means 6008. Such a 
control can be accomplished by supplying a control 
parameter determined in accordance with the adjust- 
ment means 6052 and tor example, by supplying a 
transfer Junction determined by the demodulation con- & 
trol means 6055 in accordance with a delayed wave 
when the transfer function is to be applied to the adjust- 
ment means 6052. Alternatively, a filter factor is sup- 
plied when filtering is to be performed or an 
interpolation value is supplied when interpolation is to as 
be performed. The positional Information determination 
means 6008 and the vehicle information detection 
means 6009 are identical to those tor the embodiments 

10 and 1 1 deserted above and will not be described 
here in detail. 40 
[0230] As described above, according to the 
present embodiment accurate decoding can be accom- 
plished with an improved error rate of received digital 
signals, since the adjustment means 6052 serves to 
reduce any Influence of delayed waves. 46 
[0231] Rgure 146 shows the configuration having a 
plurality of input means 6001. This configuration 
requires the same number of reception means as that of 
the input means as well as a plurafity of frequency anal- 
ysis means. However, R does not necessarily require a so 
plurality ol adjustment means nor a plurality of decoding 
means and it may do with a single adjustment means 
and a single decoding means by selecting signals to be 
processed thereby. It should be noted that tor simpidty. 
only a single frequency analysis means 6051, a smgje ss 
adjustment means 6052. and a single decootng means 

6053 are shown In Figure 146 but the present embodi- 
ment actually comprises the same number ol these 



means as that of the input means as described above. 
[0232] In the configuration of Figure 146, the mag- 
nitude of a delayed wave and the delay time can be esti- 
mated for each input means because a frequency 
analysis operation is performed for each input means. 
Therefore, the adjustment means 6052 can select a sig- 
nal of the best reception conditions. In adeftion, an 
appropriate adjustment can be performed on each sig- 
nal through such a transfer function, filtering, or interpo- 
lation technique as described above to decode such a 
signal in the decoding means 6053. The decoding 
means 53 [sic] or the adfustment means 6052 can 
sei ect only signals having a frequ ency spectrum of good 
recaption oonottions among the frequency-analyzed 
signals from these input means and thus, satisfactory 
decodng of digital codes can be accomplished. From 
the foregoing, tie configuration of Rgure 148 can cor- 
rect reception errors by providing a plurality ol input 
means. 

[0233] It should be noted thai in the different digital 
television broadcasting receivwig devices according to 
the present invention, the maximum gain can be 
achieved with respect to a wave having a different plane 
ol polarization by designing each antenna element to 
have a different angle when an antenna consists ol a 
plurality of antenna elements. 

Industrial Applicability 

[0234] As apparent from the foregoing, the present 
Invention provides an antenna device and a communi- 
cation system with such an antenna which can improve 
the reception sensitivity with a reduced transmission 
loss and which can be implemented at a lower cost 
[0235] Also, the present invention provides an 
antenna device which has better gain characteristics. 
[0236] In a digital television broadcasting receiving 
device according to the present fovention (such as claim 
38). disturbance due to delayed waves contained in 
input senate can be reduced with an improved error rate 
after demodulation by delaying input signals immedi- 
ately after the input or after the reception and then syn- 
thestzfogthem. 

[0237] Also, in a digital television broadcasting 
receivfog device according to the present Invention 
(such as claim 39), dsturbance due to delayed waves 
can be eliminated properly with an improved error rate 
after demodulation by estimating the delay time and 
magnitude of delay from a demodulated signal or a sig- 
nal being demodulated to control such delay and syn- 
thesis operations and then controlling the delay and 
synthesis operations based on the estimated delay time 
and magnitude of delay. 

Claims 

1 . An antenna device comprising: 
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a conductive earth substrate; 
a receMng element located ta the proodmrty of 
said conductive Berth substrate and having a 
receiving terminal; and 

a transmitting element located in the prootfrrity 5 
of said recervwg dement and having a. trans- 
mitting terminal, 

characterized in that an end of said receiving 
element and an end of said transmitting ele- 
ment are connected to said conductive earth to 
substrate for grounding through a common por- 
tion and the frequency band of said receiving 
dement is Afferent from that of said transmit- 
ting element. 

2_ An antenna device comprising: 

a conductive earth substrata; 
a receMng element located in the proximity of 
said conductive earth substrate and having a 20 
receiving terminal: and 

a transmitting element located in the proximity 
of said receiving element and having a trans- 
miffing terminal, 

characterized in that an end of said receiving & 
element and an end of said transmitting ele- 
ment are connected to said conductive earth 
subGtrate for grounding at separate locations 
and the frequency band of said receiving ele- 
ment is different from that of said transmrtting 3P 
element 

3. The antenna device according to claim 1 or 2, char- 
acterized In that said receiving element and/or said 
transmitting element consists of a plurality of eie- * 
menls. 

4. The antenna device according to claim 1. 2. or 3. 
characterized in that said receiving element and 
said transmitting element are formed together on to 
one side of a common circuit board. 



acterized in that a receiving amplifier and a trans- 
mrtting amplifier are provided on said common 
circuit board between said receiving element and 
said receiving terminal and between said transmit- 
ting element and said transmitting terminal, respec- 
tively. 

9. The antenna device according to claim 6 or 7. char- 
acterized in tiiat said receiving amplifier is provided 
on the opposite side of said common circuit board 
to said receiving element and said receiving ampli- 
fier is connected to said receiving element via a 
through-hole provided in said common circuit 
board 

1a The antenna device according to claim 6 or 7, char- 
acterized in that said transmitting ampfifier is pro- 
vided on the opposite side of said common circuit 
board to said transmitting element and said trans- 
mitting amplifier is connected to said transmitting 
element via a through-hole provided in said com- 
mon circuit board. 

11. The antenna device according to claim 4, 5, or 6, 
characterized in that said receiving terminal and 
said transmitting terminal are implemented as a 
single common terminal by using a common com- 
ponent 

12. An antenna device comprising: 

a conductive earth substrate; 
an antenna element having an end connected 
to said conductive earth substrate for ground- 
ing and formed on a common circuit board; and 
a feeding terminal puled out of said antenna 
element, 

characterized in that a resonant circuit is 
inserted between said feeding terminal and the 
other end of said antenna element which is not 
grounded. 



5. The antenna device according to claim 1. 2. or 3, 
characterized in that said receiving element and 
said transmitting element are formed separately on 
opposite skies of a common cfrcuft board. 

6. The antenna device aocorrJng to claim 4 or 5. char- 
acterized in that a receiving amplifier is provided on 
said common circuit board between said receMng 
element and said receiving terminal 

7. The antenna device according to claim 4 or 5. char- 
acterized in thai a transmitting arnpttfier is provided 
on said common circuit board between said trans- 
mitting element and said transmitting terminal. 

8. The antenna device aocorcfing to claim 4 or 5. char- 



13b The antenna device according to claim 12, charac- 
terized in that said antenna element consists of a 
45 plurality of elements and said resonant circuit Is 
inserted within each of said plurafty of elements in 
a simitar manner. 

14. The antenna device according to claim 12 or 13. 
so characterized In that said resonant circuit is a paral- 
lel circuit having an inductor and a capacitor sec- 
tion. 

15. The antenna device according to daim 14, c harne- 
ss terized in that said capacitor section is a series cir- 
cuit having a capacitor and a voltage-variable 
capacitor element. 
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16. The antenna device according to any one of claims 
1 through 5, characterized in that sad receiving ele- 
ment and/or said transmitting element and/or said 
receiving terminal andAor said transmitting terminal 

Is provided wfth a trap circuit having a predator 9 
mined resonance frequency. 

17. The antenna device acc or c Sn g to any one of claims 
1 through 5, characterized in that said receiving ele- 
ment and/or said transmitting element and/or said io 
receiving terminal and/or said transmitting terminal 

Is provided with a band-pass circuit having a reso- 
nance frequency eubstantiafty equal to that of the 
antenna. 

76 

18. A communication system comprising: 

an antenna device having a conductive earth 
substrate, an antenna element formed on a 
common circuit board located in the proximfty 20 
of said conductive earth substrate, and a 
receivwig amplifier provided on said common 
circuit board between said antenna element 
and a feedng terminal; 

a receiver having a power supply section to 2s 
supply electric power to said receiving amplifier 
of said antenna device; and 
a feeding line tor connecting said feeding termi- 
nal of said antenna device to a signal Input sec- 
lion of said receiver, 30 
characterized in that a direct-current blocking 
capacitor is provided between said receiving 
amplifier of said antenna device and said feed- 
ing terminal and at the input terminal of a 
receiving amplifier ol said receiver, respec- 35 
lively, and electric power is supplied by said 
power supply section to said receiving amplifier 
of said antenna device through said feeding 
fine. 

40 

19. The corrinunication system according to claim 18, 
characterized in that said receiver comprises a 
power control section for controlling said power 
supply section to turn on/off. 

45 

2a A communication system comprising: 

an antenna device according to claim 15; 
a receiver having a receiving channel setting 
circuit which generates a bias voltage tor said so 
voltage-variable capacitor element of said 
antenna device; and 

a feeding in© for connecting a signal Input sec- 
tion of said receiver to a leading terminal of 
said antenna device. ss 
characterized in that said voltage-variable 
capacitor element of said antenna device is 
connected to said feeding terminal, a direct- 



current blocking capacitor is provided between 
said antenna element and said feeding termi- 
nal and at the input terminal of a receiving 
amplifier of said receiver, respectively, and a 
receiving channel Is established by varying the 
bias voltage generated by said receiving chan- 
nel setting circuit 

21. A ccrnrnunjcation system comprising: 

an antenna device according to any one ol 
claims 1 through 10: 

a communication device having a receiving 
amplifier and a transmitting amplifier: 
a receiving connection line for connecting the 
receiving terminal of said antenna device to 
said receiving amplifier of said ccrnmunication 
device; and 

a transmuting connection line for connecting 
the transmitting terminal of said antenna device 
to said transmitting amplifier of said communi- 
cation device. 

22. A communication system comprising: 

an antenna device having a conductive earth 
substrate, a receiving element having a receiv- 
ing terminal formed on a common circuit board 
located in the proodmrty of said conductive 
earth substrate, a transmitting element having 
a transmitting terminal tor med on said common 
circuit beard located in the proximity of said 
receiving element, and a transmrtting/recervlng 
changeover circuit provided on said common 
circuit board and capable of switching said 
receiving terminal and said transmitting termi- 
nal; 

a feeding Irte connected to said transmit 
tingAeceiving changeover circuit; and 
a comT^mcation device connected to said 
leading line and capable of both transmitting 
and receiving, 

characterized in that said transrnrtting/receiving 
changeover circuit of said antenna device is con- 
trolled by using a switch signal to change over to 
the frarerrtssion operation in said convnunication 
device. 

23. A ccrnmunication system comprising: 

an antenna device according to claim 1 1 ; 
a communication device having a power supply 
section to supply electric power to said receiv- 
ing amplifier of said antenna device and capa- 
ble of both transmitting and receiving; and 
a feeding line tor connecting a common termi- 
nal of said antenna device to a signal input/out - 
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put section of said communication device, 
characterized rn that a direct-current blocking 
capacitor is provided between a common com- 
ponent of said antenna eiement and said com- 
mon termtnaJ and al the InputAoulput terminal of 9 
said cornrnunjcabon device, respectively, and 
electric power Is staled by said power supply 
section to a receiving amplifier of said antenna 
device through said feeding ine. 

70 

24. The comrnunication system accenting to claim 23, 
characterized in that said power supply section is 
controlled to turn on/ofl by using a switch signal to 
change over to the transmission operation in said 
communication device. rs 

25. The antenna device according to any one of claims 
1 through 5. characterized in thai at said receiving 
termtnaJ and/far said transmitting terminal, a low- 
pass rircua is provided to pass signals of lower fre- 20 
q Derides including a tuning frequency of the 
antenna and to block signals of frequencies higher 
than the tuning frequency of the antenna. 

28. The antenna device according to any one of claims 25 
1 through 5. characterized in thai at said receiving 
terminal andfor said trarisrrrtting terminal, a high- 
pass circuit is provided to pass signals of higher fre- 
quencies including a tuning frequency of the 
antenna and to block signals of frequencies lower 20 
than the tuning frequency of the antenna. 

27. The antenna device according to any one of claims 
1 through 26. characterized in that the area of said 
conductive earth substrate is substantially equal to x 
the sorter nal area of said antenna element 

28. The antenna device according to any one of ciaims 
1 through 27, characterized in that said conductive 
earth substrate is provided in the proximity of and 
facing the body earth substrate of a stationary 
device, mobile device, or automotive vehicle, while 
appropriate insulation is Kept 

29. The antenna device according to any one of claims 45 
1 through 28, characterized In that the antenna 
body is provided at various important locations on 

an automobia, train, or airplana 

30. An 



connection along said main antenna element 

31. The antenna device according to claim 30, charac- 
terized in that said main antenna element and said 
passive element are ki a circular shape when they 
are taken in a rjrection substantially perpenrJcutar 
to said conductive earth substrata 

32. The antenna device according to claim 30. charac- 
terized in thai a ground terminal of a feeding termi- 
nal for said main element is connected to the 
connection between said main element and said 
ground connection. 

33L The antenna device according to daim 30, charac- 
terized in that said conductive earth substrate a 
fixed on a conductive structure larger than said con- 
ductive earth substrate through an insulator and the 
size and shape of said conductive earth substrate 
are equaJ to those of said main dement or said pas- 
sive element whichever is outer. ' 

3*. The antenna device according to claim 30. charac- 
terized In that said first ground connection con- 
nected to said main element and said second 
ground connection connected to said passive ele- 
ment constitute a single plate-like ground connec- 
tion. 

35l The antenna device according to claim 30, charac- 
terized to that two passive elements are provided, 
one on each side of said main element. 

38. An antenna device according to any one of claims 
30 through 35. characterized in that a plurality of 
main elements are provided and a common feeding 
terminal is connected to said plurality of main ele- 
ments to enable band synthesis. 

37. The antenna device according to any one of claims 
30 through 35. characterized in that said main ele- 
ment and said passive element are patterned at 
opposite locations on the face and the back of a 
printed circuit board, respectively. 

3& A cfgrtal television broadcasting receMhg device 

comprising: 

input means which is an antenna device 
according to anyone of claims 1 through 37 and 
converts electromagnetic waves into electric 
signals: 

delay means lor receiving a signal from said 

input means and delaying it; 

synthesis means for synthesizing a signal from 

said delay means and a signal from said input 

means; 

recaption means for performing frequency con- 



25 



30 



antenna device comprisfrig: 50 

a conductive earth substrate; 
a main antenna element connected lo said 
conductive earth substrate through a first 
pound connection to be substantially parallel 56 
to said conductive earth substrate; and 
a passive element connected to said conduc- 
tive earth substrate through a second ground 
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68 



version on a signal from said synthesis means; 
and 

demodulation means for converting a signal 
from said reception means into a baseband 
signal, characterized in thai the delay time 0 
used in said delay means and the synthesis 
ratio used in said synthesis means can be 
established arbitrarily. 

39. A digital television broadcasting receiving device to 
comprising: 

input means which is an antenna device 
according to any one of claims 1 through 37 
and converts electromagnetic waves into elec- 70 
trie signals; 

delay means for recervtig a signal from said 

input means and delaying it; 

synthesis means for synthesizing a signal from 

said delay means and a signal from said input 20 

means; 

reception means for performing frequency con 
version 00 a signal from said synthesis means; 
demodulation means for converting a signal 
from said reception means into a baseband ss 
signal; 

delayed wave estimation means for receiving a 
signal incficating the demodulation conrJtions 
from said demodulation means and estimating 
a delayed wave contained in a signal from said » 
Input means; and 

synthesis control means for controlling said 
synthesis means and said delay means In 
accordance with a signal from said delayed 
wave estimation means, as 

characterized in that either the signal synthesis 
ratio used in said synthesis means or the delay time 
used in said delay means can be oontroned in 
accordance whh a signal from said synthesis con- 40 
trol means. 

40, A digital television broadcasting receiving device 
comprising: 

46 

Input means which is an antenna device 
according to any one of claims 1 through 37 
and converts electromagnetic waves rrto elec- 
tric signals; 

reception means for performing frequency con- so 
version on a signal from said input means; 
delay means lor receiving a signal from said 
reception means and delaying it; 
synthesis means for synthesizing a signal from 
said delay means and a signal from said recap- 55 
Hon means; and 

demodulation means for converting a signal 
from said synthesis means into a baseband 



signal, characterized in that the delay time 
used in said delay means and the synthesis 
ratio used In said synthesis means can be 
established arbitrariy 

41. A digital television broadcasting receiving device 
comprising: 

input means which is an antenna device 
aocorrJng to any one of claims 1 through 37 
and converts electromagnetic waves into elec- 
tric signals; 

reception means for performing frequency con- 
version on a signal from said Input means: 
delay means tor receiving a signal from said 
reception means and delaying ft; 
synthesis means tor synthesizing a signal from 
said delay means and a signal from said recep- 
tion means; 

demodulation means for con vertin g a signal 
from said synthesis means into a baseband 
signal; 

delayed wave estimation means lor receiving a 
signal indicating the demodulation conrJtions 
from said demodulation means and estimating 
a delayed wave contained in a signal from said 
input means; and 

synthesis control means for controls ng said 
synthesis means and said delay means fin 
accordance wfth a signal from said delayed 
wave estimation means, 

characterized In that either the signal synthesis 
ratio used to said synthesis means or the delay time 
used in said delay means can be controlled in 
accordance with a signal from said synthesis con- 
trol means. 

42. A digital television broadcasting receiving device 
comprising: 

input means which is an antenna device 
accorefng to any one of claims 1 through 37 
and converts electromagnetic waves into elec- 
tric signals; 

recaption means lor performing frequency con- 
version on a signal from said input means; 
demodulation means for converting a signal 
from said reception means into a baseband 
signal; 

delayed wave estimation means for receiving 
information on the demodulation conrJtions 
from said demodulation means and estimating 
a delayed wave contained in a signal from said 
input means; and 

demodulation control means for controlling 
said demodulation means based on delayed 
wave information from said delayed wave esti- 
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maton means, characterized in that a transfer 
function to be handed by said demodulation 
means is controlled based on a control signal 
from said demodulation control means. 

5 

43. The cSgftal television broadcasting receiving device 
according to any one of claims 38 through 42, char- 
acterized in that said device has a plurafity of 
antenna elements and each antenna element is 
installed so that it can have the maximum gain for jo 
an electric wave of cfiflerent polarization planes. 
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Fig. 12 
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Fig. 18 
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Fig. 19 
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Fig. 23 
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Fig, 24(a) 
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Fig. 27 
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Fig. 36(a) 



Fig. 36(b) 
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Fig. 37(a) 
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Fig. 41 (a) 
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Fig. 42 (a) 




Fig. 42(b) 
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Fig. 47(b) 
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Fig. 48(a) 
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Fig. 50(a) 
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Fig. 54 (a) 
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Fig. 55 (a) 
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Fig. 56(a) 
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Fig. 61(a) 
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Fig. 62(a) 
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Fig, 63 
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Fig. 69 
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Fig. 70(a) 
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Fig. 77(a) 
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Fig. 123 

Directional gain characteristics 




Vertically polarized waves 




Hori2oatally polari2ed waves 



159 



EP1011 167 A1 



Fig. 124 
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Fig. 126 
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Fig. 127 
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Fig. 132 
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